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SAVING. 
From the High Commissioner for Palestine. 


To the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


Date... 962 Jamuary 1948, 
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No Z, a! .. Saving. 


Pee eersreseceserenerceesevsssees 


nationals im Palestine other 
»9 police and army and their families, 


t 
Ophthalmic hospital pelgse re 


at the time of the withdrawal 
subjects in civilian employment or 
it 


representative for protection 
personal danger or are in 


Se Having these considerations in mind should 
know whether His Majesty* & Goverment has : 
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Colonial Office, 
Church House, 
Great Smith Street, 
My Reference. (9136/8. SeWel. 


27th Januery, 1948. 


Your Reference... iti*st 


3914340 040934 9178Ng 


4 OOTY 
E sf 1 oe 
Entry of British nationals 
into Palestine. 299 JAN 1943 | 
Se: 


I enclose a copy of a savingram froin the 

High Comnissioner for Palestine in which he raises 
the question whether in the circuustances described 
therein, H.M.G. would wish to consider the question 
of the further adinission of British nationals to - 
Palestine. There is, of course, at present, some 
restriction on the entry of British subjects since 
entry is controlled by the requirement of a special 
endorsement for Palestine which is only granted to 
British subjects who have legitimate reasons for 
entry into Palestine and for whom accommodation is 


available. 


Dear Beeley, 
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We should be grateful to have the early views 
of the Foreign Office on this question. 
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Colonial office, 
7 Church House, 
My Reference 75136/48 e ee cs th Street, 


» 


nae February, 19148. 


Your Reference ss 
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Dear Beeley, VM 


Entry of British nationals 
into Palestine. 


Would you please refer to my letter 
of the 2/7th January, enclosing a copy of 
savingram No. 21 of the 15th January from 
the High Coisuissioner for Palestine on the 


above question. 


We have now received a tele:-raphic 
reininder from the High Coimnissioner, copy 
enclosed, and any action you could take to 
expeaite Foreign Office views on this matter 
would be apnpveciatede 


Yours sincerely, 


a mE 


(WeAsC. i.athiesun) 


H. BEELEY, £SQ., C.3.E., 
FORBIG:’ OFFICE. 
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TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 
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WROM PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A, Cunningham) 


D, Sth February, 1946. 


R. 6th 07.00 hrs. 


-:aduasafay 


No. 296, 


My seoret savingram No. 2 of 13th 
January. 
Grateful for an early indication of your 


views regarding admission and evacmistion cot 
non-official British subjects. 
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Confidential. 
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one: 
Mr. sMathieson. 


\ 
Colonial Office. 


ssport 
Office first. 
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Dear Will. 

I am replying to your letter No. 7513/ 
48 of January 27th to Beeley about the 
entry of British Nationals into Palestine. 

Our seneral view is that we should 
not encourage British Nationals to fo 
to Palestine in the immedj ate futureowing 
te Dre Unset ted cit “an . 
Clearly any cases justified by business 
or fami ly reasons should be allowed, but 
I suggest that we should stipulate that 
Sucn reasons should exist before cranting 
a vermit. 

I have consulted our Passport Office 
who point out that the control exercised 
by them at the wish of the Palestine _ 


Government is at present very strict. 
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We therefore consider that the situation 


can be left as it stands, since it would 


NOQNO? 


be undesirable to ban all visits to 


Palestine. 


Mala. 
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POREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1l. 
List February, 1948. 


(E 1260/1260/31) 
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Dear Willi, 


I am replying to your letter No. 75136/48 of the 
27th January to Beeley about the entry of British 
Hationsis into Palestine. 


Our general view is that we should not encourage 
British Nationals to go to Palestine in the immediate 
future owing to the unsettled situation. Clearly any 


~:aduasafay 


cases justified by business or family resaons should be 
allowed, but I suggest that we should stipulate that 
Such reasons should exist before granting a permit. 


I have consulted our Passport Office who point 
out that the control exercised by them at the wish of the 
Palestine Government is at present very strict. We 
therefore consider that the situation can be left as it 
stands, since it would be undesirable to ban all visits to 


Palestine. 
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(J.G.S. Beith) 


 W.A.G. Mathieson, Esq., MeBeEe, 
Colonial Offiee. 
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FROM PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A.Cunningham) 


D. 26th February, 1948. pnoerc? 
R. 26th ™ " 13.85 hrs. 


(No, ec ret ae 
Your telegram No. 703. 


My sayingram No.57 contains more 


detailed proposals regarding future of British residents 


in Palestine. Regret reply to paragraph 2 of your 
telegram not possible at present. The position will 
be clearer after action completed as proposed in 
paragraphs 4 and 5 of my savingram under reference, 
Grateful for very early reply. 
Copy sent to:— Pee ge ory 

Foreign Office -~ Mr. J.G.S. Beith, 
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£O_ FALESTLIEE (Gen. Sir A. Cunniiighenn j 
Sent 25th Febiverv, 1918. 24.00 hrs. oo” 
| | Seated yo 
HO. 703 Scere 
Your telegram Ho, 296, 


intryy of British nationals ints 
Palestine, 


si 


| General view is that British AG 
Should not be sheouraged to go to Palestine in imne 


futor> owing to unsettled Situavion and that control 
Present exercised under which entry is only accorded 
when justified by buciness or faaily reasons is 
sufficient, 
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could be ei the number of British ns an 
Other thaz 40S OP JOWS, Wao will Probably sxercin tn 
Palestine afte Withdrawal, in order to enmb] Saveneu 
ackessment tobe mace of extent of breblen of evrcorciian 
of British subjects which might fall to be denlt «ity 
Britisn copresentatiye should the Situation warrant t} 
GOuUXxBE. 
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foreign Office ~ fh, d.G.5, Beit. 
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MAR 1948 


Your Reference 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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VYould you Pee refer to vob Mb r 194 8 


2lst February (= 1260/1260/31) about the entry of 
British nationals into Palestine. 


391330 040934 D1TE8Ng 


You will have seen a copy of our telegram 
“o. 703 of the 25th February to the High Commissioner 
in reply, copy enclosed for convenience of reference, 
and I now enclose a copy of the High Commiss ioner's 
telegram “o. 470 of the 26th February, and of his 
savingram “o. 57 of the 20th February. 


In his savingram, the High Commissioner 
raises the question of advice that should be given 
to non-official British subjects whose normal domicile 
is in the United Kingdom, who are now maxing up their 
minds whether or not to leave the country and to the 
security measures that can be provided for those 
who have to remain. In paragraph 4 of his savingram 
the High Commissioner suggests the terms under which 
persons who are members of the commercial community 
and Missionaries and allied institutions should be 
approached on this subject and he suggests that the 
advice given should be transmitted to the persons 
concerned as emanating from His Najesty's Government. 
The High Commissioner asks for early telegraphic 
confirmation of this step and we should like to have 


creement. 
your early agreemen /..A8 


= :dJuasas oY 
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As regards paragraph 7 of the High 
Co igsioner's savingram, we have already agreed 
that: the present arrangements are sufficiently 
controlled, 


El 
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We think that it might be helpful to 

His Majesty's Representative if, as the Palestine 
Government propose to contect British subjects on 
this question, a register could be compiled of 
British subjects whose normal domicile is in the 
United Kingdom who elect to remain in Palestine 
after the 15th May. we propose, if you agree, 
to make this Suggestion to the High Commissioner, 
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TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 
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Cypher (0.2, P. 3 
FROM PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham) 
D. 26th Pebruery, 21948, 
5 t 
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R. 260k : " 44545 hra. 


RETR LOTION 
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Your telogranm No. 723. 


; ky savingram No.57 contains more 

detailed proposais regarding future of British residents 

im Palestine. Regret reply to paragraph 2 of your 

telegram not pessible ai present. The position wili 

be clearer after action completed as propoged in 

paragraphs & and 5 of ny savingram under reference. 

Grateful for very early reply. 

Copy sent to: 
Foreign Office - Mro J-G.S. Beith. 
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PAVING 


7. Clear. SF/L,73/47. 1a 


FROM THt HIGH COMMISSIONER TOR PALESTINE. 
TO THE SECRET-RY CF ST-TR TOR THR COLOrIS. 


pete 20th February, 1948. 
Noe 5/7 Saving. PRIORITY. 


Reference my saving telegram No. 21 of the 13th 
Janunry regarding the future of British nationsls in Palestine 
other thm Governm=nt officials, Police snd Army and their families. 


Ze Further consideration has now been given to this 
Question vith special regerd to the advice th«t should te given to 
non-official Pritish Subjects vho are now making up their minds 
“hether or not to leave the country, and to the Security measures 
that can >e provided for those “ho have to remain. 


36 aS incicated in my Savings telegrsm under reference 
an analysis of 3ritish subjects resident in Palestine in 19h0 
indicated that there ere sone Six thousand persons of British 
nationality in Palestine at that time. The majority of these are 
either Jevish or have other origins that give them indigenous status 
in this country. Consideration is therefore limited to the 

Yollowing groups.of British Subjects hose normal domicile ‘s in 

the United Kingdom. 


Official (Foreign Office, 7ritish Council etc.) 
vemcers of the Commerical conununity.e 
Missionaries and allied institutions. 


lig I propose to =dvise those versons in Groups (b) 
and (ec), through District Commissioners and the Eishop respectively, 
that consideration of their future plans should t:ke into account 
the fact that tne degree of precticsl assistsnce which can be pro- 
Vie. Uae Pee Ge. 71 Li pe immeasurably creater now, and during the. 
process of te withdrevws1 of the administration, tran it vill te 
after that onerstion is completed. ‘hatever their future plans may 
be, they should now rive serious consideration to taking advantage 
of these conditions and sending their wives and children to the 
United Kingdom before the end of pril. 2 also vrovose to inform 
them that any requests for Government assist:nce in this respect must 
be comnunicated to me before the 15th March. 


De In view of te©® eventual transfer of responsibility 

for the welfare of British Subjects, from the Ps lestine Government to 

the Foreign Office Representetive, I susgest thet che foregoing advice 
be transmitted to the versons concerned as emanating from H.M.G. 

I shall be grateful for your early telegranhic confirmation of this 


step. 


6. “ith regard to British subjects in Group (a) above 

Further consideration is nov veiling riven to errsngements for providing 

security accommodation, if necessery, in cantonment areas, and for 
Stocking such areas vith adeuwate food reserves. 


7e I shell be grateful if the Foreign Office may be 
requested at the same time to tender anpropriate advice to all Pritish 
subjects making anplicetion for Pelestine endorsements. 
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Cypher (0.7%. P. ) | 

TO PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham) 
Sent 25th February, 1948. 11.00 hre. 


No. 703 Secret | 
Your telegram No. 296. 
‘Entry of Britiah nationale into 


ay 


Palestine, 


[AQDUALA 


General view is that British nationals: 
should not be encouraged to go to Palestine in immediate 
future owing to unsettled situation and that control at 
present exercisec under which entry is mly accorded 
when justified dy busineas or family reasons is 
sufficient. | 


Ze It would be helpful if some indication 
could be given of the number of British nationals, 

other than Arabs or Jows, who will probably remain in 
Palestine after withdrawal, in order to enable advance 
acsesement to be made of extent cf problem of evacuation 
of British subjects which might fall to be dealt with by 
British vepresentative should the situation warrant that. - 
course, 


Copy Sent ter <— 


Poreign Cfrice ~ Mr. J.G.3. Beith, 
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Registry 


No. E3170/1260/21. |. 


Mr./ Mathieson. 
CQLONIAL OFFICE. 


Jock tw 


Mr.YBeith. 


Ay mfocimed 
Yu Mey hewe,) 


(¥ we reh, 1948. 


Thank you for your letter No. 75872/ 
159/27/48 of March 8th about non-official 
British Subjects in Palestine. 

@ agree with the High Commissioner's 
oronosals and think that. the register which 
you Suggest in your last varagraph would 


be very useful. 


TOtns IC 
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FORSIGN OFFICE, S.Wele 


18th March, 1948. 


391440 0490934 9178Ng 


(B 3170/1260/ 31) 


El 


- :aJuaLa 


Thank you for your letter 
No. 75872/159/27/u8 ot Sth March 
about non-official sritish 
sub jects in Palestine. 


as I informed you by telephone, 


ree With the High 
Scimtesiouer' proposals and art 
that the register Which you sugges 


in your last paragraph would be 
very useful. . 


Arn erraliys 


fecth 


( Gedie Beith) 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 
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FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 
— LT 


oe | 
3170 1260 3] 
PREPAS LSS Q7/ LG | | ae 
clan ‘ INDE XR: 
Gypuer (0.7, P, ) 
TQ PALESTINE (Gon. Sir A. Cunning hen) 
Sent 3rd Apr31, 1948, 16.45 hra. 
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UECLOB, 


MY télegran No. 1065, Boture of Britian 
in palegsting, 


falter hes beon considered in cabinet and, 
iotaer the Action pecoposed in yon telegram 
7 seovet saylig. my eohieagues and To deesre thas 
subdests in Patertine eheuld tbe expla? hiy 
(Of the dungara of etaping in tho counry, 
a tiey carrot, al oausse, te Soycad tc LOBE, 
whey Biovld pe @trong 
PORBiNLA, and 


Janay 
a en a er? 
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| condug 
te is TEEl5G mey oP coUurde 
Taal TNMeTs OP TAS Brdtish ovomauand ty Cag. ¢mplcyeas 


Os Ghe Oeluravy at Baiva in whose gase aQvics tO leaye 
Liha fOuniry wouhd be inapproprdlets at any rate at this 
euage Ooo T must leava it to your disgeretion how for 
tais cireotisn de epplicabie in individus? QAFGR. 


d. 


2: 1% has become clear in examination of che 


at 


fivective to G0, that no genereld responsibility oan 
1ai,d on him to pretect Britiah Lives and properwy 
Palosecina after 15th May. He is aoing Airected 
to take whatever steps mey be possible end in keoping 
with hia nain responsibilities under the Nzvective. 
i.2., for she withdrawal of ais treope and their Sbores , 
bo prowtot Eritieh lives in the areas in whieh his 
troops are Jocated, Ap Britieh authority wili not da 
otractive beyond those areas 1% is necessary that 
Britian subjects shovld now be given a clear WAU LNs 
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Ae +t will of course be understood that His 
Wayesty's Qoverament accent no (repeat no) Liability 
i respect af losses incurred py Britizh subjects 
Abandoning peopertiy or businesses 13 Patesting in 
accordance «itch the adviea rererred tO abere, 
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FROM PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham) 


D. 13th April, 1948. 


Re 135th 19.07 bree jE AES 


in 


No. 970 Secret. 
Your telegram No. 2336. 
Future of British Nationale. 


~:aduasafay 


Passport Office is continuing to refer 
certain applications for Falestine endorsements 
to the Jumigretion Department.» An example is 
ir. L.G. Western, whose application was referred 
to in Passport Office telegram of 7th April and 
supported by the Beard of Trade. I have no 
objection to Western's proposed visit, provided 
he reports to the District Commissioner on arrival. 
The consideration mentioned in my telegram No. 865 
will, however, apply to all British subjects Who 
enter Palestine with official backing. You may 
wish to consider impressing upon all departments 
concerned, the desirability of reducing the. 
support for such applications, to cases of real 


Imperial interest. 
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PROM PALESTINE (Gen. sip A. Cunningham) 
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My telegram No, 865. 

British Nationals. 


Grateful 2or very aerly reply, as matter ts 
oscoming Qe ant: » 
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| Palestine, British wongn and children after May 158). 
Registry | $3839/1260/51 tpe War office and Mr. Marriot concw cuat British» 
Number Women and children snould ve .wioved out of’ Tuifa * 
FROM oefore May 1 the Jolsiial Ui'Pice » oWever, tn. ns 
thet the igh Comuissioner w-uld ve .i0st relucta t 
Foreign Office to use :owe_8 I cOi,Ulsion. 
No. Minute Almost all the sritish women and children still in 
Haifa are members of oil couwpany tamilies. 
Dated Ie Beeley aAttach-s draft to the Company in Loncon, thinks 
Received that they will act on the Suggestion that they get 
n Registry} e2nd March [these people soved und replaced where necessary. 
25th ig 
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Noe Ey 2/ 


oer Fe 


Gentlemen, 7% ‘ pee 
I am directed ete. to iniorm you that he 
has had under consideration the position of. 
British women and children resident in Palestine 
after 15th May and after 1st August next. As 
you are aware, the mandate under which H.M. 
Consolidated Governnent has been administering Palestine 


Refineries Ltd., 
Britannic House, expires on 15th May and the Government of 


Finsbury Circus, 

H.O.2. Palestine in its present form will then cease to 
function. You are no doubt fully informed of 
the present troubled state of Palestine and 
there are no grounds for foreseeing an 


improvement if there should not be a central 


4 


civil authority. On the contrary, it is to be 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


-i9DUGL9 


feared that conditions will worsen. 

From 15th May to 31st July the G.0.C. 
British Land Forces in Palestine will have 
authority to exercise such powers as may be 
necessary to ensure only (a) the safety of his 
troops and (b) their evacuation. 

Fron ist August there will not be any of 
H.M. Armed forces in Palestine. 

You will be aware that the High 
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Comnissioner in Palestine has advised all British 


women and children to leave Palestine and has 
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offered facilities for them to do so before 


145th April. He has further said that those who 
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leave between 15th April and 15th May will be 
given such facilities to leave as may exist but 
that those who delay their departure until then 
must be prepared to face discomfort and probably 
hardship on the journey. 

From 1st August Palestine will be for 
British subjects a foreign country in which 


there may not be any central authority which 
could/ 


could be held responsible by H.M. Government 


for the safety of tee lives and property of 


very of —thts—country;— —fume > : 
as-circunstances—permit, sympathises with thoge 
of your staff who have their families with | 
them in Palestine and understands that some may 
not be prepared to face a second enforced 
separation fhour them. He feels strongly, however, 


that all women and children woulda be weil-advised 


‘to leave Palestine fortowith ana thet;—by—causing 


have some Opportunity to replace 
aemberg of your staff. who Will not remain in 


Palestine without their wives and/or children. 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO. BE WRITTEN 
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E 3839/1860/31. 


FOREIGN OFPICE, 
SeWele 
25th March 1948. 


CONRAN Tees 2 
I em directed by Mr. Secretary Bevin to inform you 

that he has had under consideration the position of British 
women and children resident in Palestine after 15th May and after 
ist August next. As you ere aware, the mandate under which His 
Ma jesty’s Government has been administering Palestine expires on 
15th May and the Government of Palestine in its present form will 
then cease to function. You are no doubt fully informed of the 
present troubled state of Palestine and there are no growmdés for 
foreseeing an improvement if there should not be a central civil 
authority. On the contrary, it is to be feared that conditions 


will worsen. 


Re Fran 15th May to Sist July the General Officer Commanding 
British Land Forces in Palestine will have authority to exercise 
such powers as may be necessary to ensure only (a) the safety: of 
his troops end (b) their evacuation. 


Se From ist August there will not be any of His liajesty's 
Armed Forces in Palestine. 


4e You will be aware that the High Commissioner in Palestine 
has advised 411 British women and children to leave Palestine and 
offered facilities for them to do so before i5th April. He has 
further said that those who leave between 15th April and 18th May 
will be given such facilities to leave as may exist but that those 
who delay their departure until then must be prepared to face 
discomfort and probably hardship on the journey. 


5. From ist August Palestine will be for British subjects 
a foreign country in which there may not be eny central authority 
which could be held responsible by His Majesty's Government for the 
Safety of the lives and property of British subjects. His 
Majesty's Diplomatic and Consular representatives will of course 
do everything possible to safeguard British lines and property but 
in the circumstances likely to exist their powers of intervention 
may in practice be severely limited. 


6. lr, Bevin sympathises with those of your staff who have 
their femilies with them in Palestine and understands that some may 
not be prepared to face a second enforced seperation from them, He 
feels strongly, however, that all women and children would be 
well-advised to leave Palestine forthwith and therefore suggests 
that, if you agree, you should take the necessary steps without 
delay in order that you may have some Opportunity to replace 
members of your staff who will not remain in Palestine without their 


wives and/or children. 
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I em, 
Gentadimen, 
Your obedient Servant, 


Consolidated Refineries Limited, areas 
Britannic House, 
Finsbury Circus, 
BeCele 


(42504 2 
5 APR_1948 J 


Future of British Women and Children in 


, Palestine after May 15th. 
Maen? | 84250/1260/34 


aac Refers Foreign Office letter dated 25th March 
FROM (E3839/1260/31) Have telegraphed to Mangger in 
Anglo Iranian Haifa requesting him to return to London for 
No Oil Company cansultation on the advice given by the Foreign 
Office. Askd authority to show him contents of 
letter and to authorise him to show Same to Company's 
Dated 2nd April staff in Haifa on his return. 
Received , 5th . 
in Registry| 


Last Paper. (Minutes.) 


4 %5 4 | I have told Mr. Gass that we see no objection 
to his Showing our letter to the Haifa Manacer and 
References. thet the latter can be authorised to convey the same 
information to responsible members of his Staff at 
haifa. ane Badia Nanarcer is apoarently due tonorrow 
in London, 
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F 
TELEPHONE: 


Centra 7422. Britannic House, 
. Our Rererence 
TELEGRAMS: Finsaury Circus. 


INLANO: ANGLIRAN, TELEX, LONOON. 
FOREIGN: ANGLIRAN, LONDON. Your Rererence Lonoon. E. C. 2. 


_ 2nd April, 1948 
The Under-Secretary of State, 


Foreign Office, 
London, S.W. 1. 


ID 
Sir, 


We beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
No. E.3839/1260/31 of 25th March 1948 in regard to the future 
position in Palestine. 


We have telegraphed to our Manager in Haifa 
requesting him to return to London forthwith for consultation 


raquasafoy 


of the position generally in Palestine and with particular 
reference to the advice of the Secretary of State that all 
women and children will be well advised to leave Palestine 


immediately. 


We shall be glad to have authority to show your 
letter under reply to our Haifa Manager and to authorise him 
to divulge the contents of the letter to our British Staff in 
Haifa on his return. We contemplate that his visit to this 
country should be of short duration only, as it is desirable 
that he should return at the earliest possible date to put in 


hand all necessary arrangements. 
We have the honour to be Sir, 
Your obedient Servants, 
for ANGLO-IRANIAN OIL COMPANY LTD. 
eo a 


ame a: 
DIRECTOR 
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$.A. Gass, EsSq., 
Anglo-Iranian 
Oil Company. 
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3 April, 1948. 


¥ 


Dear Mr. Gass, 


I write to confirm our t lephone 
conversation referring to your confidential 
letter of April 2 to the Foreign Office about 
the position in Palestine. 

This Department would raise no 
objection to your showing their letter of 


March 25 to your Haifa Manager on his arrival 


39143430 040934 D1T8Ng 


in London or to the latter's divulsing the 
contents to responsible members of your British 


staff in Haifa. 


- idduasas oy 
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wh 


(Sqa) Jos. Berke. 
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13th . pril,1948. 
(33 g250/1260/31) : 


conridential 
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Jealr “'P.Caes, 


I write to confirm: our 
telephone conversation referring 
to your confidential letter of 
pril 2nd to the “oreign :!fice 
about the position in ‘alestine. 


-,;IDUsL9 ay 


“his separtneot would raise 

no objection to your shoving 

their lotter of ‘arch 2 th to your 
Haifa !:unuger on his urrival 

in London or to the latter's 
divulging the contents to 

res oneible mex:bers of your 

ritish etarr in ‘taifa. 
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Future of British Subjects in Palestine, 


Re pist 

Wonko |14.606/ 1260/31 Discusses question Of the Future of the British 

FROM - pacers 4 sereee snes and proposes that they should 

@ warned of e dangers of stayi in the co . 

Ae Creech Jones oe ne country 

No Colonial Secreta y 

to Mr. Bevin 

Dated nies Ap rit 

Received 

in Registryt 
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On Slst March the Defence Committee agreed 
that all British subjects in Palestine should be warned 
of the dangers of staying in the country and that, while 
they could not be forced to leave, they should be strongly 
advised to do so a8 quickly as possible and told that 
if they remained it would be at their own risk, I - 
undertook to enquire whether warnings on these lines had 
already been issued and, if not, to ensure that they 


were, 


The position on 3lst March was that menbers of 
the conmercial community in Palestine had already been 
advised that, in making their plans for the future , they 
Should remember that H.M.G, could help in their departure 
to a much greater extent now than later on, when the 
possibility of practical assistance would steadily 
diminish. They were advised further that they should 
send their wives and children to the United Kingdom before 
the end of April. Missionaries and members of allied 
institutions were similarly advised through the Bishop in 
Jerusalem, The oil companies were also advised that they 
Should arrange for families of their employees in Palestine 


to leave the country. 


I therefore telegraphed to the High Commissioner 
instructing him t ssue a warning as desired by the 
Defence Committee, suggesting that there might be some 
members of the British community, e.g. employees of the 
refineries in Haifa, in whose case advice to leave the 
country would be inappropriate, at any rate at this stage, 
and that he must exercise his discretion regarding the 
issue of a warning to these people. The High 
Commissioner has replied (a) he assumes that the warning 
Should be given only to those British subjects whose 
normal domicile is in the U.K.; (b) if an explicit 
warning is conveyed to these persons, whether verbally or 
otherwise, it will not be possible to exclude those who 


may be in positions of imperial interest, such as the 
/staff 


The Rt. Hon. Ernest Bevin, M.P. 
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4 § 
Staff of the Haifa Oil Refineries. He has Re as =| 7 
Suggested that in the case of all such essential : OR See " > 
persons the warning should be accompanied by an eee ae ee 
intimation that H.M,.G., while in no way minimizing a SES TG we i 
the attendant risk, would be glad if they would — oy eg fae <a 
remain at. their posts until the last possible | oh he oe a 
moment in the national interest. It would have ‘ Se Se . | San 
to be made clear that.in: tiie event of their . | i he .| 
remaining in response to this request H.M.G. would | 
accept responsibility for the evacuation of the oa: 
individuals concerned at a later date, should - ae an as 
circumstances in Palestine make this necessary, a ——- mle as 
and in the meantime accept responsibility for 
their security. | eis 4 
As to (a) above, I think that the warning 7 ee s | 
Should apply only to those whose normal domicile is | | ae 3 ae 
not in Palestine. As to (b), in view of the : ee o 
importance of maintaining the operation of the oil | | | 
refineries as long as possible, I feel that the 
warning must be modified in the sense sugges ted by 
the High Commissioner me mS 
Before submitting for the approval of the Smo = | 
Prime Minister, I would like to know if you agree oo 
with me on these two points, I am writing 73 e 2 
Similarly to Alexander, | eee ae ! 
oo. 4 oO \ . 
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76872/159/27/48 part, Sth April, 1948. 


Qn Slst March the Defence Comnittee agreed 
that all British subjects in Palestine should be warned 
of the dangers of staying in the country and tiat, while 
they coulc not be forced to leave, they should be strongly 
advised to do so a8 quickly as possible and told that 
if they remained it would be at their own risk, I 
undertook to enquire whether warnings on these lines had 
already been issued and, if not, to ensure that they 
were, 


fr 


fd 


The position on 3lst March was thet menbers of 
the commercial community in Palestine had already been 
advised that, in making their Plans for the future they 
should remember that H.i.G. could help in their departure 
to a much greater extent now than later on, when the 
possibility of practical assistance would steadily 
diminish. They were advised further that they should 
send their wives ond children to the United Kingdom before 
the end of Ajpril. Missionaries and members of allied 
institutions were similarly advised through the Bishop in 
Jerusalem, The oil companies were algo advised that they 
Should arrange for families of their employees in Palestine 


to leave the country. 


I therefore telegraphed to the High Commissioner 
instructing him to issue a warning as desired by the 
Defence Comittee, suggesting that there might be some 
members of the British commummit:, e.g. emloyees of the 
refineries in Haifa, in whose ease advice to leave the 
country would be inappropriste, at any rate at this 8 tage, 
and that he «ust exercise his diserction regarding the 
issue of a warning to these people, The High 
Comiissioner has replied (a) he assumes that the warning 
should be given only to those British subjects whose 
normal domicile is in the U.K.; (b) if an explicit 
warning is conveyed to these persons, whether verbally or 
otherwise, it will aot be possible to exclude those who 


may be in positions of imperil interest, suchas the 
/statf 
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Staff of the Haifa Cil Refineries, He has 
Suggested that in the case of all such essential 
persons the accompanied by an 
intime tion «» while in no way minimizing 
if they would 
st vossible 
It would have 
their 
to this request H.i..G. would 
for the evacuation of the 
et a later date, should 
estine make this necessary, 
accept responsibility ror 


4 
S 


= | 


their security. 


As to (a) above, I taink tat the warning 
Should apply only to those whose normal domicile is 
not in Palestine, As to (b), in view of the 
importance of maintaining the operatio.: of the oil 
refineries as long as possible, I feel that the 
warning ost be modified in the sense suggested by 
the High Commissioner 


-:Abaua ly 


Before submitting for the approval of the 
Prime Minister, I woule like to know if you agree 
with me on these two points, i am writing 
®imilerly to Alexander, 


(Sgd.) A. Creech Jones, 
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Draft. 


The Colonial 
Secretary. 


(From the 
Secretary of 
State). 


| | 
mm? MATEILE ( april, 1948. o 

+} 3: 
Dear Ariba ,* | 


Thank you for your letter cn 
of April 9th making proposals as to 
the manner in which a warning should 
be conveyed to British subjects in 
Palestine of the dangers of staying 
in the country. 

2- I agree with the line of 

Tre pant mm she pata. 

action n}your letter and am 


sending a copy of this letter to ts ae 


Alexandes. (fe 


(Si) Crust Bevin - 
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Thanx you for your letter of 9th April 
waking proposals 46 to the manne> in which 
a Waroing should be compeyed to British 
subjecta in Falestins of the denyerse of 
staying, in the country. 

2. I agree with the line of action 
proposed in the penultimate paragraph of 
ending a copy of this 


your letter and am 8 
letter to the Minister of Daefancés 


(Saal) Crauest Benen 


El 
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The Right Honoursb le 
Ae Creech Jones, MP 


The Right Honourable A. Creeeh Jones, M.F. 


Great George Street, 
ndon, Seliele 


12th April, 1948. 


Dear Arthur, 
in your letter of 9th April you asked my 


_ comments on your p instructions to the High 


oner i he warning to British 
@ as to the dangers of their 
staying in the country. 


AS regards your first point, I ee that the 
warning shonid apply to those whose nomal domicile 
is not in Palestine. 


On the be hebssahe of modification of the warning 
e) 


in respect those who may be in positions of 
Imperial interest, such as the s of the Haifa 
Oil refineries, there is no doubt that apart. from 
the good there are for keeping important 
installations like these going after 15th May and 
even after lst August, there will also be re uired 
the continued services of a number of ex-officers 
of the Padestine administration to run essential 
Services between 15th May and lst August. There 
would be every advantage in all wives and children 
of men who may stay behind for this purposes bei 
evacuated as carr! as possible. But as regards the 
Scope Of the warning for people in this ca ory, 
it, would surely be well for the High Commissioner 
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TO PALESTINE (Gen, Sir A. Cunningham) 
FROM 3. OF S., COLONIES. - 2 


Sent 17th April, 191180 24613 Areas ILE cE 


gets Sean 


3 { have consulted my collsague 
tee eaghine to British subjects to lcave Palestine sereeoeeTy 
be modified in the sease you suggest in the case of oa 
personne] in positions of Imperial interests to 
made clear to those persons that His Majes os aa 


evacuetion 3 
accept responsibility for their - make this necessary, and 


cumstances in Palestine : 
oa tne eaeatiae accept responsibility for their security 
as far as available resources permit. 
be confined to those British 
je not in Palestine. 
pid therefore oe included. 
aa as ae 


2, The warning should 
subjects whose normal domicile 
Dominions nationals, if any, sho 
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948 
Future of British Women and Shildren in 


Palestine after May 15th, | 
Registry | B4669/1 260/31 


eee Refers Foreign Office letter E3839/1260/31 of 
FROM 25th March, The Company's Haifa :lanager has arrived 
NeA. Gass in London, and discussions with him produced the 
No. “nglo Iranian following conclusions, 91) It will not be possible 
Oil Company to operate the Haifa refinery from the time that the 
% 13th April protection of British Forces is withdrawn. (2) All 
aia 15th " British wives and families are being evacuated fron 
Received Haifa, movenant will be completed by 30th April. 
in Registry (3) Company will therearter coniinue to operate the 
refinery for as long &s protection is available, 


_| PaTe SPE TER RAMP TR? Eeducgd to minimum, 
Last Paper 


| itchell of the Ministry of 
IG etter, of which he has a 
here was a Slip in the 
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Mr. Mitchell asked me whether in the course of 
Ence the Foreign Office have now 
1 Companies that the G.-0.C. expected to 
(Print) rd protection to the installations as 
troops I told him that 


Writing, since wha 

be Subject to the exigencies of 
War Office would not wish to bin 
G.0.C. had 8pecificall 

Directive and [I th? 

be for the Ministry 6 
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last few days 
Workers. [I 
from it during the present year, 


me: pQwdc 


(J. GS, Beith) 


| Ce. @15th April, 1948. 
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eon LIMITED 
2 TELEPHONE: 
Centrar 7422. | Britannic House, 


TELEGRAMS: Finsaury Circus, 


INLAND: ANGLIRAN, TELEX, LONDON. 
FOREIGN: ANGLIRAN, LONDON. Your Rarerence Lonoon. E. C. 2. 


: "y 13th April, 1948. 
The Under-Secretary of State, 

Foreign Office, 

London, S.W. l. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


391440 G4Y093y¥ 9178Ng 


$ 
Sir, 


We beg to refer to your letter E 3839/1260/31 
of 25th March and our interim reply of 2nd April 1948. 
We have now discussed the situation with our Manager in Haifa 
who arrived in London for consultation on 8th April 1948. 


-:aduasafay 


In the face of the fear expressed by you that 
conditions will worsen and of your intimation that after the 
15th May the General Officer Commanding in Palestine will no 


longer have powers to ensure the protection of our Staff, and 
furthermore that after the lst August Palestine will be a 
foreign country in which there may not be any Central Authority 
which could be held responsible by His Majesty's Government for 
the safety of the lives and property of British Subjects; and 
in view of the conditions prevailing in ot we have 

e 
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reached the conclusion that it will not be possib to operate 
the Haifa Refinery from the time that the protection of British 


Forces is withdrawn. 


In the meantime all British wives and families are 
being evacuated from Haifa to Cyprus or elsewhere and this 
movement will be completed by 30th April. Thereafter, we 
shall continue to operate the Refinery for as long as protection 
by British Forces is available, and petroleum stocks in the 
Refinery tankage will be reduced to the minimum required for 
whatever scale of operations may be possible. When it becomes 
necessary to shut down the Refinery, the British Staff will be 


withdrawn. 
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We have the honour to be, Sir, 


Your obedient Servants, 


for ANGLO-IRANIAN OIL COMPANY LTD. 
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Future of Britigh Subjects in Palestine, 
B4922/1260/31 


Transmits copy of Minute to the Prime Minister 
FROM by Lozd Listowel dated 16th April, dealing with 
: the future and safety of all British Subjects in 
Lord Listowel Palestine, 
No. Colonial Office 


Registry 
Number 


Dated Communicated, 


Received 


in Registry! 248¢ April 
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bos 


individuals concerned at a later date, should 
eclircunstances in fal:stine make this neces ‘ 
aid in the meantime accept :esponsibility for 
their security. 


\3 to (&) above the Colonial -‘ecret.:.ry 

waeced that the warning should apply only to 
Ose Whosc normel domicile is not in ralestine, 

‘s to (bj), in view of the importance of main- 

aining the operation of the oil icfineries as 

long as possible, he felt that the warning r 

be modified in the sense suggested by the 

‘Onmissions:r, He therefore consulted the 

Secretary and the ‘‘inister of “efence w 

agreed with his view, | 


I therefore seek 
High Conmissioner's pro 


sponsibility ‘01 the evacuation of the 


®t ate for Commonwealth 


INITHALLED. 


loth ipril, 1048. 
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Cable and Wireless in Palestine, 


Registry , 1 
1260/31 Gives record of meeting hel@ on the 19th Apri 
ad B5057/ ee regarding the _future of Establishments of Cable 


FROM and Wireless now in Palestine, 


Foreign Office 
No. GD. Spinney 


Dated 19th April 
23ra 


Received 
in Registry 
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Record of a Meeting hela at tne Foreign Office 
on tne 19th Apriis: Establishments of Cable 
ana Wireless in Palestine. 


The following were present: 


Mr. G.D. Spinney Foreign Oifice 
Mr. H. Tov.nsnena Post Office 

Mr. Gaarp Post Office 

Mrs. Mitcnels Post Oftice 

Mr. Halt Colonial Office 
Mr. Hignam Coioniul Office 
Mr. Innes Cable & \Vireless 
Mr. Cnaplin Cupie & Wireless 
Mi. Beith Foreign Office 


Cavie anG@ \Vireiess Lta. naa received, on 
tne L7tn April, a wessage from tneir station 
ut Jerusulem to tne effect tnat the military 
autnorities nad warnea tneir staff tnat their 
safety coula no ionger ce Buaranteea, that 
no further reiiance couia be placea on promises 
of safety made oy either Jews or pmgmmm Arabs, 
ana that it woula ve advisable to evacuate 
tne staff to Egypt or Transjoraan. Tae mili- 
tary authorities coula proviae transport to 
move tne staff and eyuipment to either coun- 
try at any time up to tne ist May, if given 
reasonabie notice. «a simiiar message was 
tater receivea from Haifa. 
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Ge It was agreea that tne yuestions of the 
Jerusalem station ana tne Haifa station snouid 
be considerea sepuriuteiy, ana tnat the future 
of tne Jepusaliem instuliation was tne most 
pressing, .ueEStion. Tne e,uipwent there con- 
sisted of a mobiie transmitter ("Blue Train") 
wonicn cousa fairly easily ve moveu and set 

Up eElsevnere. Uniess it were intenaed to 
Evacuate the staif and e.uipwent to the United 
Ringaom, ana to avunaon ali thought of tneir 
eventual return, there .ouia ve no object in 
removing them to Egypt. In Transjoraan, on 
tne otner hunu, tne transmitter couia ve 

used to proviae an emergency iink with the 
Cavle una WireLess system, via Cyprus or 
pOSsi.ty tne Unitea Kingaom direct. 
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}. It was apreea tnat tne most satisfactory 
solution woulda ve to take advantage of the 
otfer of military transport ana to move the 
Jerussiem staff ana eyuipment to Transjordan, 
proviaea tnat tne consent of tne Transjordan 
authorities coula pe obtained. The Foreign 
Office uncertook to re,uest H.M. Represen- 
tative at Amman to approacn tne Transjordan 
Government in order to ootein permission to 
establisn the transmitter in Trunsjoraan 
territory as a temporary anda emergency 
measure. 
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4. From the point of view of H.M. Govern- 
ment, this course of action naa tne aavantage 
of assuring Communications vitn Transjordan; 
Since nearly ail Luna-lines to tnat country 
pass tnrougn Jerusaiem, tnere is some Likeli- 
nooa of tneir veing cut or seicea. For tne 
Same reason, it ses tnougnt provable that 


tne 


o™ 


Minutes 


am 


the Government of Transjordan woulda see 
every advantage in aiiovwing tne temporary 
instaliation of tne moviie transmitter. 


5. The future of tne Haifa establishment, 
whica consisted cnietly of cavie-neads, wasl~ ~* 
dess urgent, and no decision coula ve 

reacnea until more accurate information was| of 
receiyede ubout the locai situation ana ie 
tne ucgree Of military protection wnicna 

would be available. Other Britisn con- 

cerns such as tne oit instaltation and tne 
banks wou la presumabiy be kept in Opera- 

tion under military protection, possioly 

within a military zone, and it might be 
aesirable to maintain tne communication 
facilities provided py Cavie ana Wireless, 
whose Palestine representative vould keep 

tneg informed of developments. 
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6s The Cable ana Wireless station at 
Jaffa had a small wireless transmitter 
wnich would be left in the hands of the 
Arab staff tnere. A Similar transmitter, 
vhnich was to have veen flown to Haifa as 
an ewergency stand-by, would be diverted 
to the Tel-Aviv station and left in tae 
hands of tne Jewisn staff there. 


S0/. 


G.D. Spinney 


IN THIS MARGIN 
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49/4/48. 
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Tounshoed, “Director of the Telecom - 

= ss Suak of the GPO, telphoud 
he had rececyed a messipe 
, foreseen 


munca tron 


ld be 

cou aud 
of eather Arebs on for, ae staff « 
ae evacuate § oP | 
cr weet 
A sinsler message wel "a Hac fa - 
Wireless at 
hom Mr. Toons 
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Despafthed - rs i Lan 


IMMEDIATE, 


aaars =18 o Amman telegram No 3%3 l 
of F » we tepeatedsJerusalem and B.M.E.0O. 


Cable and Wiwlesse. Lemeted 
Jerusalem have been warned by military 


authorities that safety of their staff can no 
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MARGIN. 


DaVed ..ccccccccces longer be guaranteed and have been advised to 


B.M.E.0. wn», -~-. evacuate to Transjordan\y. Army is prepared to 


NOG: ereres 
Dated. Zeccccccce transport staff and their mobile transmitter 


IN THIS 


if requested before May lst to do so. 
<. We are in favour of this move which 
should also commend itself to Transjordan 
Government. Present communications with Amman 
pass through Jerusalem and are likely to be cut. 
Proposed evacuation would provide wireless 


\ telegraphy link with entire Cable and Wireless 


OISS IWH3d LNO 
Hd 039NO0Y d34¥ 
OHd LHDIYAdOD 


Cypher. : | | «system via Cyprus or United 7 gdom. 
4. '[f you See no objectes Agproack 


Distribution :— k a 
Pe—Eé edited with request that permission 
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Departmental | 
Neow-w- be granted for temporary establishment of 


transmitter on Transjordantes territory. 


“4. Gralefel for carly rply 


Copies to :— 


(33654) Wt.14696/147 100,000 6/47 A.d E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 


Sie 


(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cypher /OTP DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 
W 
Secret 

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO AMMAN 


HPs 251 
pril,1948 De 2625 poem. 2th April, 1948 
Repeated to: Jerusalem 


British Middle Rast Offioe No. 313 
ecm 
ddressed to Ammay tele am No. 251 of April 30th 
repeated for Ormation to Jerusalem ap & 
East Office, 


Cable and Wireless Limited Jerusalem have been warned 
by military authorities that safety of their staff can no 
longer be guaranteed and have been advised to evacuate to 
Transjordan. Army is prepared to transport staff and their 
mobile transmitter if requested before May lst to de so. 


2. We are in favour of this move which should also 
commend itself to Transjordan Government, Present 
communications with Ammap pass through Jerusalep and are 
likely to be cut, Proposed evacuation would provide 
Wireless telegraphy link with entire Cable and Wireless 
system via Cyprus or United Kingdom, 


Se If you see no objection pleage approach Trans jordans 
authorities with request that permission be granted for 
temporary establishment of transmitter on Trans jordan 
territory. 

4. Grateful for carly reply. 


GGGG 


ee 
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INWARD TELEGRAM. 
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES. 


Cypher (0.T.P, ) 
PROM PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham) 


D. 22nd April, 1948. 
R. 23rd "* * 02.00 hrs. 


Sree aces 
Oo - secret, 


Addressed to the Seoretary of State. 


3914450 040934 9178Ng 


Repeated Amman No,1133,. 
B >4 6.0. No. 58, 


UKDEL, 
New York No.1154 (Washington pleese vase), 


Your telegram No.1544 containing Foreisr of Pica 
telegram No, 231 to Amman, not repeated to UDR. 


Move of Cable and Wireless to sAnmen, 


70 
is) 
® 
8 
® 
pa 
9 
® 
' 


I should have liked to be conaulted on this matter 
which hes been under discussion here for some tinie. At the 
time of move TELECOMMUNICATIONS from Jerusgalom will be 
cut for at least two days uniess wireless Lint with Haifa 
now being tried out can be established, fhis link with 
Haifs and later with Amman would suffice to carry Government 
traffic only, so that press and other messages from 
Jerusalem would not be neandled or only with groat delay. 
Police wirsless net ie already overlosnzded sine: almost 421 
land lines are out of opsaration, Ary cannot azsiet and 


< .. . ra ~ ee. 
ROME Lew... 


their signais unit is now split between Ssrueal am 
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25 {mpOstance of cutting ent Jerusaleu ixom 
communication with the outeids worid iz four Jaya! tans 
should oe recognised, particularly at this stage, 
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Distributed to:]- 
Ro 245 | Ws, Holding 
Secretary of State | Mv, Mastin 
PoS tO Minister of State tix, Preaflo: 2 Smtth 
Sir fT: Lloyd Mr, Guten 
Mr, Rees-¥Williams Br. Methiecsar 
Sir §, Caine Mr. Eighan 
Sir Cc. Jeffries No, Galoevorthy 
MS. Holme? 
i, male 
Mr. Bigg Mr. Hall. 


ffi Mr. Townshend. 
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Registry | 8531 2/1260/31 
Number 


FR 
om Mr. Mitchell 


General Post Of 
No. 214,09/45 


Dated touwildr, Spinney 
22nd April 


Received 
in Registry 28th " 


Last Paper 


| Su 4 ) 


References 


(Print) 


(Hew diepesed of) 


(Action (Ind 
completed) 


Next Paper 


E 5e 
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7 : 28 APR 1S43 J 
——— ene 
Palestine, Cable and Wireles 


Refers to meeting at which position of Cable and 
Wireless Ltd. in Palestine was discussed In view 
of a recent announcement that the British Government 
ce will accept no responsibility for non-resident 
British suvjects remaining in Palestine, Cable and 
Wireless have asked for an assurance that arrange .enti 
will be made with the British Mi@itary authobities 
for the evacuation of menbers of Cable and Wireless 
mobile staff who remain in Haifa until the with- 
drawal of British faeces is completed. 

Asks whether this assurance may be given. 


(Minutes.) 
Spvhe—PP Go “ts he an 
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T 4 : HEADQUARTERS 1234 f ! Meek OVERSEAS TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
Pru oe Extn.: bats o of esi est |e. DEPARTMENT, 
Telegrams: Gentel Cent London ON Se wey GENERAL POST OFFICE, 


P.O. Reference 21409/45 a f 2 _ LONDON, E.C.1. 
| ri1,1948. 


Your Reference 


Dear Mr. Spinney, 28 APR 1948 j 


You will remember that at the meetin.; last Monday at which . 
the position of Cable and Wireless Ltd., in Palestine was discussed, 
it was agreed that the Company should continue to operate in Haifa 
for as long as possible while British Forces remain there. 


3914330 QY0934 9178Ng 


In view of a recent announcement that the British 
Government will accept no responsibility for noneresident British 
subjects remaining in Palestine, Cable and Wireless have asked 
for an assurance that arrangements will be made with the British 


~:aduasafay 


Military Authorities for the evacuation of members of Cable and 
Wireless mobile staff who remain in Heifa until the withdrawal of 


our Forces is completed, 


I should be glad to know whether we may give the Comnany 
this assurance, 

I am sendin:; copies of,this letter to ir. webster anc 
Mre Hall (Colonial Office). 


15989 /Tue 


Yours sincerely, 
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GeD.Spinney Esu., 
FOREIGN CFFICE. 
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1948 Te 29 APR 1948 J 


Registry |E5402/1260/31 Telecomaunications in Palestine, | 
Mamber: Repeated to B.M.E.O. and Jerusalem. | 
TELEGRAM FROM Refers to Foreign Office telegram No. 231 ( 5037/ 1260/3} | 
Transjordan Government would welcome prenence of a 

Sir A. Kirkbride able and Wireless Mobile Unit in Amman and request 
°  ( AMLIAN ) hat unit should establish itself here as soon as . 


| 


241 Secret ossible. 
Dated 23,4.48, 


Received 
in Registry lo 04.48, 


(Minvtes.) 


Last Paper. = 
cyol ee ee 


References. Mr. Spinney of the General Department has in- 
formed Cable and wireless of this reply from the 

| Transjordan Government and the Comoany are goin 

ahead with their arreungements to move the "blue 


-{IQuas—a 


train" to Transjordan, In deference to requests 
from juurnalists and broadcasting associations 
the Government of Palestine have arranged for 
Cable and Wireless to 4¢ave a communications link 
in Jerusalem until May 6th and the "blue train" 
will move about that date. 


(Print.) 


Mr. Spinney has also asked Cable and direless 
to see taoat tneir people in Trans jordan keep a 
close watch for any messages from verusalem which 
may require retransmission, since it is vossible 
that the means of communication Left in Je: ugaiem 
after may 6th will not achieve airect contact with 
| London. 


NTT eT PPS DTPA 
(flow disposed of.) 
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This tele 
patained By 


Cypher/OTP 


FROM AMMAN TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Sir A. Kirkbride 
No. 24 De 2-44 pom April 25rd,1948. 
April 25rd, 1948, Re 5.55 pom. April 23rd,1948. 


Repeated to British iiiddle Kast Office and Jerusalem 


DOGDLATE 
SECRET 


Addressed to roreign Office telegram No. 241 


April 93rd, repeated for infermatien to British Middle 
East Office and Jerusalen. 2 
C. 


Your telegram No. 251. — 


Trans jerdan Government would welceme presence ef 
a Cable and Wireless Mobile Unit in Amman and request 
that unit should establish itself here as soem as pessible. 
| : 


wT , 88888 = Be gt as | 
L ~5b4U0c 
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pad arate 15403/ 1260/31 emoval of Cable and Wireless equipmnentx from 

’ Jerusalem, te 
FROM bir. Jones Gives the text of a teleyran dated 22nd april 
(U.S. Embassy) tp from the State Department regardiny the above. 
No, lire Burrowse Wishes to know when.---- the Foreign O.fice are 
- ready to discuss this matter. 


PGGO 68 A, 
Received 
in Registry 29 .4.48-6 
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Please see attached letter which has 
been followed during to-day by telephone calls 
jurging us to do something about the problem. In 
your absence and in discussion with Mr. Balfour 
jamd Mr. Jones (United States Embassy) it was 
lsuggested that a Technical Sub-Committee might 
be asked urgently to see what we could possibly 
Ido in the circumstances to help. 

The C.B.S. correspondents tell me that 
&ll the correspondents a,pear to be staying on 
in Palestine. One of the C.B.S. Vice-Presidents, 
Mr. Davidson Taylor, is now in London, having 
Just arrived from Palestine. According to him, 
there are two or three small power transmitters 
available which could be used for "voice casts", 


I think we should do all that is 
possible to help the B.B. ‘«}. and the American 
networks to get their news out of Palestine. 


Doro) 
— 


27th April, 1948. 

Scr ce Leu Jone, ’ a a a we haces Cold tes nlyrn 
slant Cb Mey Curette bar me arrays 
Va C ¥¢h CD wert tac a asiec> Fert~+ ce bias ders tenr, 
Nien Oe, ee Clay Font) ubase ZX 

D bare fr) M4 Rede O rot. 
Vek, coal taste lous Atk.” 
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129 APR 1948 J 
AMERICAN EMBASSY 


1 Grosvenor Square, 
London, W.1. 
April 23, 1948. 


~_ 


om oe «ew - awe ee 
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RESTRICTED 
5 NOEKE? 


Dear Bernard: 
We have received a telegram dated April 22, from the Department 
of State reading as follows: 


"Phe Department has been informed that Cable and Wireless 
plans the removal of its radio equipment from Jerusalem by Nay 
-15, If these plans are carried out there will be no reliable 
communication available after that date. Cutting off the Jer 
usalem and Palestine area from adequate communication with the 
outside world during critical period of intense world interest 
would be very hasardous from general security standpoint and 
leave the world without accurate information on what was hap» 
pening. The Department is endeavoring to augment radio facil- 
ities at the American ConsulVerusalem but is highly doubtful 
this can be done by May 15 and,Will be inadequate in any event. 
Maintaining international communicatione with Paleetige {41 9°2- 
| sidered essential. Please advise the Foreign Office/and urge 
the Foreign Office to take immediate steps to have Cable and 
Wireless continue the operation of its Jerusalem station until 
- reliable communications can be otherwise provided. “ 


Ei 


-{9DUaLA 
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I hope that you will let me know as soon as you are ready to talk 
about the foregoing. 


“3914340 Q40934 
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With best wiehes, 
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Sincerely yours, 


Bernard Burrows, Esquire, 


Head, Eastern Department, 


Department of State, 
Vashington, D.C, 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TH&-GOLONIES ~~ >> 
| Sey oo By 


Guvpher (0.T. Pz) 
FROM PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A, Cunningham) 


ee ese Appell, 1948-6 
Ro apa " 22.40 hrBe 


OS sco haeid 


INMED LATS INDEXE® 
Ko, 1103 Secret, 

Addvasaed ta S, of 3S. 

Repeated to Washington, Noe oe ieee (essen 


' U.K, Delegation, No 
please pass). 
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' Amman, Noe 11540 
" BoM.B.O. CAiPa, Noe 106 
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My telegram No. 1085. 


Telocomunicatiors. 
tt nap nok been possible to establish wireless 


Link with Cable and Wireless at Haifa since their unit has 


been vverrum in tha present disturbances. I am ond aa vourds: 
to arrange Cov Jormsalem unit to remain here operating mob...) e 
aes only Prom 28th apelil which would mean that trey wont 


net muoge te Amn outi. Tater, 


Ae aivessy reported, Lydda airport may close a 
Do you contemplate sir mail to Palestine ceacany 
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ae 
29th April, 
Snent 


3s 
Jernealem unat wil 


Since above was drafted, it has been arranged tha’ 
vemain here temporarily and more to 
Amman just vefors Gth May. I hope that Foreign Office unit 
will be in uee for Government messages within few days but 
see no way of avoiding 2 daya break in press trarfis: while 


Cable and Wireless move. , 


: nt tos=- 
eee. Mr. Townshend, 


Go Pe Oo <P 
Foreign Office Mr. R.D. Spinneye 
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NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPA NY, INC. 


A SERVICE OF RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


423 BERKELEY SQUARE 


LONDON, W. 1. Sax (160 3. 


GROSVENOR 3150 


MERRILL MUELLER 23ra April, 1948. GROBVENOR 1905 


MANAGER, LONDON OFM CK 


DEXR® 
Dear Rids, me 


The BBC and the undersigned have received an appeal by identical 
telegrams, from our respective correspondents in the area, to urge 
the early inauguration of some form of British-operated service from 
Jerusalem to replace the commercially operated Cable & Wireless system 
which is withdrawing May lst next. 


In our view, and the view of our correspondents in the area, it is 
vitally important that communications for press and radio be maintained 
from Jerusalem after May lst, and after the expiry of the mandate and 
Withdrawal of British forces. This is as vital to Britain as to other 
coulitries in the world. Our correspondents have suggested a system 
whereby such communication can be maintained by utilizing British equip- 
ment and technical personnel already on the Spot, provided the British 
Foreign Office cooperates. 


Our identical cables state that press and radio correspondents 
in Jerusalem area are making arrangements locally to relay the signal of 
& new British transmitter via Amman to London and the United States. 
They describe this new transmitter, an X399 in Army parlance, as "belong- 
ing to the British Community", We believe it is that allocated to 
Sir Hugh Dow. The transmitter and a British technician are already on 
the spot, but its operation depends on a frequency allocation from the 
Foreign Office which the technician tells our correspondents he is now 


awaiting. 


The Jerusalem correspondents (Anglo-American), if the Foreign 
Office approves a policy permitting them to use this transmitter, intend 
to broadcast news, and send morse copy, to our respective countries on 
specified daily periods of time allocated to press and radio. The 
Signal of this small transmitter would easily carry the local distance 
to Amman where the Cable & Wireless operated "Blue Train" will later be 
located. This "Blue Train" is an Army mobile tranemitter that is large 
and cumbersome and is being withdrawn for safety. But its new location, 
Amman, indicates it is intended to service such British Tadio facilities 
as remain in Jerusalem after Cable & Wireless's withdrawal. The "Blue 
Train's" power is such that it would greatly boost the signal of the 
X399 from Jerusalem, and this suggemted relay system is the only means 
of maintaining direct communication with Jerusalem, 
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Nppiowar BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC. 
© 


We umlerstand that Mr. Barker, editor of the Foreign News 
Division of the BBC, has already dsoussed this verbally with you 
nee with Mr. Orchard, the Communications Expert of the Foreign 

ice, 


and the policy of 


allowing this t use. You will 

understand e to synchronise a Tradio~relay system 
days * test will be required before 
ain" will be in faultless, usable 


391440 GY093y¥ 9178Nd 


Please advise at your earliest opportunity and call upon us 
at any time for any possible assistance we mey be able to render. 


Yours sincerely, 


Qo. Sodan 


Allan Jackson, | 
Columbia Broadcasting System, Inc. 
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J, errill Mueller 
National Casting Co. ,Inc. 


copy to Mr. Barker, BBC Foreign News. 
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Mr. Wm. Ridsdale, 
Foreign Office, 
Whitehall, 8.8.1. 
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ent to pe made Dy Carie & Wireless 
per eo 
| With the exception of Jerusalem, ana 
| wuntii further advisea, cease accepting . 
| gli traftic to Palestine except Govern 
: ment ana urgent press. ‘Government nes 
' urgent press wiii be supject to inaefi- 
: nite deluy. Traffic to Jerusalem y 
still supject to previous restrictions. 
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MEMORANDUM FROM [2% +4 
Mr. McDonald. 


April 26, 1948. 


bass mA GD 


I wonder whether you care to mention to the Foreign Oifice 
the fact that everything points to our correspondence from 
Palestine being interrupted very soon. The Cable and iiire- 
less people have apparently decided not to leave their 
instellation in Palestine to be seized by Jews or Arabs. 
Camineda is determined to remain as long as he can. 


An SOS from the correspondents has gone to the NPA, but the 
question remains whether the roreign O1tice is inclined to 
take up the question of press interests with Dow, the U.h. 
reprecentetive in Jerusalem, It might be helpful if the 
seriousness ot an interrupticn of news rrom Palestine were 


mentioned to the F.0. 
s 
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Copy to the Editor. 
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ONE TIME PAD 
Recd. 30 Apr '48. 


From:- Ce in Cc MELF. D.T.0. 291230 B Ape 


To:—- The var Office. 


Ti EDIAT Ee 


RESTRICTED. PR/71975- 
For D.D.P.-ie from D.D.P.R- Ref your PR(Co-ord) (B) 400/niSC/1835 
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of 27 Apre 
endeavouring arrange cable and wimdess 


Understand PUG Jerusalem 
ing to Amman about that 


Onee 
11 6 way with blue train mov 
salem. 
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link stays Jerusalem ti 


datee 


Line communication possible from Amman to Jerichg if not Jeru 
press messageSe > a 


aratus available sole use of 


XxX Two, , No Army app 
Signals have put one SCR 399 wireless set at disposal civil ? 


Threcs 


in Jerusalem for civil emergencye 
ifa for 


One SCR 399 has been installed in military compound Ha 


Four e 
vil emergency 


cable and wireless for cl 
ee - 
oe cable Haifa fully guarded until 


Five. Cable and wireless submarin 


final military withdravel. 
Suggest NPA approach Ft view 
s mentioned in pares thre 
1 details creving SCR 5996 


unable assist further « 


i through Colonial Office with 
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Six. 
assist in staffing two set 


Sigs Directorate has ful 
AMG regrets 


e and foure 
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Eight. CSO has fully explored 


hiessage Control. 
Distribution by DDPR. 


Copies to:- DD Sigs eye 
DD Sigs TelLecommunioation). 
Foreign Office (News Division - Mr Price). 


Colonbal Office (Middle East Division - Mr Matheson, 
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Registry Broadcasting equipment in Jerusalem 
Number | B5'775/ 1260/31 | Enclseses weiorandum drawn up as the result of a 
conves..atiou between Mr /@. iiacIntyre and rv Taylor, 


FROM}ir Jones(U.S. Vice President or the Colwibia Browpad-cas ting 
_Euibas. +) to Hr Beith Corporation, sug vesting chut Lv iaignt be uscful 
as a beca:grouwid to tne ii-cting on april29the 


No. 


Dated 


Received 28.4.48. 
in Registry Oe eee Os 
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AMERICAN EMBASSY 
London, W.1. 
April 28, 1948. 


RESTRICTED 


Dear John: 


Bill MacIntyre, our Telecommunications Attache, had a long 
talk last night with Mr. Taylor, Vice President of Columbia Broad- 
casting Corp. Mr. Taylor left Jerusalem on April 23, and appears 
to be very knowledgeable. Bill made the enclosed memorandu of 
conversation with the thought that it might be useful to you as 
background for our meeting at 3:30 p.m. April 29. It seems possible 
that the "Mr. Jordan" mentioned in paragraph 3 of the memorandun 
might also have some information, 


Bill made it clear to Mr. Taylor that this Embassy has as yet 
received no instructions to take up with the Foreign Office assist- 
ance to journalists and broadcasters, and that in discussing the 
matter with Mr. Taylor his only purpose was to elicit further in- 
formation which might be of use to the Foreign Office, 


With best wishes. 


John Beith, Esq., 
Eastern Department, 
The Foreign Office, 
S.Wel. 
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The U.S. breadeasters in Jerusalem are rated as three geed men: 


a. Farnsworth Fowle, CBS; experienced en near-east affairs; 
Rhedes scholar, Exeter Cellege 


b. John Denevan, NBC 


e. Richard Williams, BBC; accompanied by Angell, his engineer 
The Jewish Agency has no facilities to transmit cut of Jerusalem 


but they would seem to like to have some. Walter Leurie, the 
Hagenah commnications man, told CBS that he had nothing te | 
offer - but that if he ceuld track down any transmitters (see 


below), he would try to capture them. 


The British civilians whe must remain behind willh ave te previde 


their own sesurity, and their own communications outlet, They 
have employed a British citizen who worked for the Palestine 
electric light company to set up the communications fer then, 
Mr, Jerdan, eof the Foreign Office, made the arrangements for 
thems; he is now in Lendon - was at Strand Palaf. 


The Ne. 19 transmitter is a pelice control type, local range 


only - perhaps 10 to 20 miles. Theme are 5 of these, whieh 


will be installed as fellows: 


1 in the residence of the British representative at 
Damascus Gate (very easy to capture) 


1 in St. Georges Cathedral (Anglican) and the Cathedral close. 
This is where the British will be housed. Also 10 US 
cerrespondents, if they desire it. 

1 in St. Andrews Hespital 


2 undecided as of 4/24/48 
Also in the residence of the British representative at Damascus 


Gate will be 2 No. 599 transmitters. This is a US made set, 
possibly RCA. Short Wave. About 500 w. output. Can have as 
power supply a generater driven by a jeep motor - which, using 
25 gals/day, introduces the gasoline supply problen. 


The 2 Ne. 399 can be set up this way: - 
a. 1 will be set up and used‘for British commnications with 


the outside world, prineipally for service messages. This 
is Morse code, manual key transmission. Wo voice trans- 


mission. Correspendents have been promised one pooled 
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RESTRICTED 
«Que | 
message of 200 - 500 words/day. FREQUENCY ASSIGNMENT IS 


REQUIRED. 
1 could be used for #oice transmission, and would be operated 


only at specified time for news breadocast. 11:45 AM te 12 noon 


with repeat 12 noon to 12:15 (Gut). FREQUENCY ASSIGNMENT IS 
REQUIRED. 


If voice transmission of 5 (b) can be worked out, there are 5 


i 
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possibilities of pickup and "live" relay: 
a. At Anman, via C&W's "Blue Train" mobile equipment, thence to 


London & New York. However, the question of Arab censorship 


arises. Also, there is no assurance that the Blue Train will 


ever get into operation at Amman - capture by Arabs. 


At Cyprus; via C&W transmitters to London 


Rome 
Cairo - but would be subject to Arab censorship 


~:a0ue1afoy 


Ankara, where there are two 20 KW transmitters, The engineer 
(#3 above) feels that, all conditions being favorable, the 
No. 399 could reach London with voice transmission - but 


this is probably optomistic, 


PS989 / TLE 


7.- In the US Consulate in Jerusalem there is a No. 399 transmitter 


and one operator. These are Morse transmissions only (no voice) 


(cipher) 
and all must be itn/code. (Dep't. regs?) ‘Transmissions are one 


morning hour, and one afternoon hour, to Teheran. 


OISSIWY3d LNO 
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At Teheran 


‘391440 080934 


they pick up a transmitter to Washington direct. 
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The Consul-General has offered the US correspondents a pooled 
message of 200 - 400 words/day but, since it would be enciphered, 


38 OL LON - HavyDOL 


the subgitted message would have to be paraphrased. 


(Is this a true. statement?) 
At Ramallah thege is a medium wave transmitter of the Palestine 


broadcast service. Arabs now control this point. It is possible - 


rather remote - that this station could be monitored outside. 
The transmitters of the Palestine police force are too small 
to reach beyond Palestine. 


At Haifa, C&W was building a transmitter tocarry voice beyond 


Palestine. Construction was stopped on 4-22-48. It would 


RESTRICTED 


RESTRICTED 
-S- 


require a long time - possibly some months - to complete this 


installation. 

At Tel Aviv, there is a small medium wave transmitter, property 
of the Hagenah, which will work as far as Jerusalen. 

R.C.A.C. hopes to start installing a commnications transmitter 
in Jerusalem, starting work about June 15. 

There is a radio amateur in Tel Aviv who is in constant commu- 
nication with another radio amateur in New Yerk. But the US 


(FCC) laws operate against possibility of using this channel. 


Besides, Jewish censorship. 
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Corn... 2. wilcations Lio Jerusalem 


77 60/3 Records llce@sing which was held in the Foreign | 

Niebe ee Adar Orrice oOo. april 29th, at which kv Lewis Jones anu 
lic wacIntyre of tne U.S. Kiubassy weve present 

oe Foreign Office toge.:.er with wr Price , iir Tho..as and hr Spinney » 

Attaches levcser to Colonial Oviice co.taining draft 


Minute 
No | of telegra. to Jerusagem . 
tin JS. BLITH 


Dated every 


Received ) Ge 
in Registry) 
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Registry 
No. 


Top Secret. 
Secret. 

Confidential. 
Restricted. 


| Open. | 


Draft, TELEGRAM 


To: 
High Commissioner, 
Jerusalem. 


From: 
Colonial Office. 


Newry . 
Ager 


JB thay 


TIQ7S | 
Telegram PR from C. in C. 


Middle Kast co the war Office dated April 
29th states that after Cable and direless mov 


to Transjordan on May 6th no army —pparatus 


wit le 
or the sole use of press messages, but 


that one SCR 399 wireless setywill be at 

the disposal "of civi yierasaicn for civil 
emer.ency" and that a similar set nas been 
instailed in the military eompound at 
Haifa. 

2. we understand that local correspondents 
are making arrangements to serve whatever 
transmitting facilities may be 8% available 
to them and this seems to be a reasonable 
arrangement. Diplomatic wireless set to 
be used by the Consulate will not be 
available ror press messages and we ghall 
be glad if you will do your sest in co- 
Operati@@ with the military authorities 
to enable correspondents to continue sending 
their messages. It is important that 


American correspondents should be allowed 


aly 
to share any facilities wy British 


correspundents/ 
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PUBLIC RECORD. OFFICE Re erence:- 


COPYRIGHT PHOTOGRAPH - WOT To BE 
{ 63654 REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITH- | 
37 OUT PERMISSION OF THE PuBLIC 


RECORD OFFICE, LONDON 
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GUL 


ease inform Beaumont for his guidance 


espondentsamdwe rnkisy shad. 


b 
3 - 


#W€ recognise that pusition will be extremel 


dirficult but hope that a news Wack out 


can be avoided. 


corr 


: Minutes. 


: 


A meeting was held in my room in the 

|Poreign Office on April 29tn at which the 
‘following were present: lr. Lewis Jones 

‘and Mr. MacIntyre of the American hmbassy, 

'Mr. Price of the News Department, Mr. Thomas 

| of the Communications Department and iir. 

| Spinney of the General Department. 


| we dealt first with the question of 

official communications from Jerusalem. 

| Mr. Thomas explained briefly what we were 

| doing in the way of a diplomatic wireless 

| installation and we made it clear to the 

| Pepresentatives of the american Embassy that 

‘this link would not be available ior oress 

imessages in the same way as tne pmbassy 

Suggested that their Consulate set might be. 
the difficulties were, briefly, the ract that 

:a flood of press messages always coincided 

with a period of stress wnen the official link 

i'was crowded out by Government traffic and Os 

lem 0 | GopiVerhinyewes distributing "pooled messages" 
tre prob ; at the other end. 


| Passing on to the question oi’ separate 
facilities ror press und broadcasting, we 
made it clear to the american smbassy that 

| we wanted to do our best to help within the 
‘limits of the equipment and manpower available 
in Jerusalem. I explained that there was 

Ino question ot Cable and Jdireless representa- 
tives reriaining on in Jerusalem after May 

6th ( the agate or tneir departure having been 
"extended by about a week). ‘here seemed 

: however to be a good chance that the local 
'correspondents would make their own arrange- 
iments about staffing transmitters and that 

| our military authorities would be able to 
help then out over equivment. 


MARGIN. 
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Since tais meeting Mr. rrice has been in 
‘close touch with Brigadier Cross of the war 
|Office Public Relations Department, who has Now 

produced the attached message from, 
|the C. in C. Middle Hast. This messa;.e is 

‘rather vague und I think we should now get 
the Colonial vffice to send a telegram to 
| Jerusalem on the lines of the attached draft, 
| 
| 


NOTHING 
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I am sending copies of this minute and 
ithe draft to Mr. Mathieson and iir. Hall of 
the Colonial U.fice and to Brigadier Cross 
at the Jar vuifice. 


OV. Cdr 


(J.U.5S. Beith) 
Brad way, 1948. 
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~-- QUTWARD_TELEGRAM 


FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


75872/154/34 | | ; 537° yabo tae 
Code SO 


"OQ PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A. Canninghom) 
Sent th May, 19:8. 16-45 hrae 


IMPORPART 
Ro. 1820 Reatricted. 


Telegram FB/71975 from Cv in Co, Middle Bast to 
the War Office dates 29th April atetes that after Cable and. 
Wireless move to ‘teensvJordan on 6th Bay no army apparatus 
will be available for the sole use of press messages, but 
that one SCR 399 wireless set wil). be at the disposal 
"of oivil in Jerugalem for civil emergency" and that a 
similar est hea beer instolled in the militery compound at 


FReaL Va. 


20 J mdsestami that local correspondents are mating 
arrengements to serve whatever transmitting facilities may 
ve available io them and this seems to be a reagonapla 
arrangement, Diplomatic wireless set to be used. by the 
Consulate will not be available for cress messages and f 
shall be pad if yeu will do your best in co-operation 
with the military authorities to assist correspondents to 
make axrangenents for continued traneiaiesion of presse 
messages. itt is impartant thet American correspcndents 
ghovid be eliiceved to share any faciiities aeranzsed for 
British correspondents und wo underatend that this is 
being doms. 

L 


bu Pleosa intcrm Beaumont for his quidancs. 
recognise that gcslison wilh be axtrenely AIifLiculL?: put 
haope that 6 fews blackout carn be avolLded a 
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Cypher (0.7. RadoEARD. 


FROM PALESTING (Gen. Sir A. Canningham) 


De 7th 1948. 
R. 7th mee 16.45 bres 


No. 1287 Confidential. 
My telegram No. 1158. 
Move of Cable and Wireless Ltd. from Jerusalem 


3914340 040934 9178Ng 


to Amman. 
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| Representatives of the Foreign press in 
Jerusalem have severely criticised Fermiston—-Evans, who 
ds in charge of the Jerusalem unit, on the grounds that 
original scheme for the move to Amman, not later than 
6th May, had been planned by himself owing to personal 
apprehensions, and without regard to continuity of 
communications available for the press. 


20 As you know, original plan was framed on | 
military considerations of ‘the withdrawal. It had to be 
altered owing to subsequent developments of which you are 
also awaxe, and which, of course, had nothing to do with 


Fermiston-Evans.- 


Be Person named states, however, that the press 
complaints have reached the U.K. and have resulted in the 
displeasure of his directors and even the personal 
censure of the Mayor. I am concerned that he should not 

' be blamed unjustly, and am taking steps to rectify 
matters here. I should be grateful, however, if you 
would make the position quite clear to his directors. 


Sopies sent to:- 


Poreign Uffice ~-  Conmmmications Depte 
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Registry | E6297/1260/31 lwessagse for the Quai d'Orsay from the “"rench 


Number 


Consulate reporting that their radio is out of 
TELEGRAM FROM —— ; 


action. 
Hr. Beaunont 
a2 __Deaunont , 
No. cerus elem. Gives the text of a messaze which the Prench 


Vonsilate has reguested shall be passed to the quai 
Dated 15th May d'Orsay. 
| 47th May . 
ee, (epeated to Paria). 


E: Palestine 
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Mr. Beaunent D.5.16.p.mo15th May 1948 


15th May 1948 Ro4.29. pomoidth May 1948 


MOST DOMED IATE 


French Censul~General has asked me te transnit 
follewing most immediate te Quai d'Orsay. 


{Begins}. 


Freach Comsulate radio hit by small earns fire 
and eut ef actien. 


Ne communication except with British Censulate 
by telephene. Two members ef ataff slightly waunded. 
Remainder all well. 


(Bads]. 


2. J sheuld be grateful if the abeve could be 
passed on as I have undertaken to do se. I have received 


messages on the 599 set threugh Haifa frem Paredi te 
French Censul-General which I have passed en. I have 
peinted eut hewever that I am quite unable te take ever 
their cemmunicatiens requirements. I will hewever centinue 
te send them shert messages by telephene se leng as systen 
remains intact. 


[Repeated to Paris. See also Fereign Office 
telegram Ne: 1551 te Paris]. 


{Copy sent te Middle East Secretariat]. 
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En Clair DEPARTMENTAL DISTRI: ULTION 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PARIS 


No, 158} 
em. 15th May, 1948. 


15th » 1948. 722 
Repeat *to Jerusalem No. 9 (Intediated: 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


My immediately ates telegram is a repetition 
of a Jerusalem Medel ‘ah pee: lo the message in 
its paragraph 1 to the Qual @ 


[Copy sent to Middle East scape 
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Jerusalem, British Wireless Set 


Refers Foreign Office telegram No, 10 dated 15th May 
(B6088/1 260/54) Set belongs to the British Community 
ans is worked by the Ministry of Works representative 
in his apare time, Replies in detail to telegram unde 
reference with regard to the use to be made of this 
set and responsibility for news transmitted, 
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FROM US TO FORSIGN OFFICS 
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t 
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| 
lir Beaument D. 5.55 pm, 17t ‘pad 54 3 j 
No, 22 R. 6.03 pm ithe in 19485 


17th May, 1948. 
CONFIDENTIAL os 


Newer" 


Your telegrams Nos. 10 [grp.undec. ] 399. 


Wireless. 


Set belongs to the British community and is worked by the 


Ministry of Works representative here in his s time. I 
give him agood deal of this in order to content the press and 
&S a result we are on the most excellent terms. 
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2e Remarks to which you take exception were (a) made in 
confidence for his personel information to a man we can trust 
(b) intended to convey tht the British comunity would not 
pay for transmission day after day of mate ial which was untrue 
or wilfully misrepresented the conduct of His Majesty's 
Government or His Majesty's forces in Palestine (e.g.-by certain 
United States correspondents), (c) intended to show that we 
would need material after but not before ({grp.undec] since 
because the set is in our premises we must be presumed to 
represent the British commnity in this respect. It is also 
the most valuable source of news, 


TADkKa4 J, 


3. The United States correspondents are as you will have 
seen, using their own consulate wireless and Jewish facilities 
and in view of our nearer relations with the British press I 
do not think any useful purpose would be served if I tried to 
correct the unfortunate impression which you appear to think 

remarks may have made, I will however take care that in the 
event of any news derogatory to [grp.tndeoc,? His lajesty s 
Government] having been filed and transmitted, the question of 
future facilities for the offender shall be decided by the 


t eat not) by this Consulate, 
British commnity and not (rep ! eatest freedom shall 


f your wishes that the 
I will inform them of yo Fieve you would wish 


ven to the press but I ean scarcely bel 
= o force mer’ hand should they decide to withhold facilities. 
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Cypher/OTP. DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION, 
FROM HAIFA TO FOREIGN OFFICE, 


Mr. Marriott, 
No, 72, 


5th June 1948, R. 10.25 a.m 7th June 1948, 
(via Wan Office). 


BR Cf Bi 
IMMEDT ATE, : E ars WOOL 


Communications Board Middle ZastJoN wh948 
Chairman is Chief Signal Officer M- aie 
ed here by the Chairman of the perc ee ne 


resent 
eub-Gomal thee who is Brigadier Kennet on staff o 
General Officer Commanding, Provisional Government 
a 
? 


D 5.8 pm, 5th June 1948, 


P 
of State of Israel has inted Friedberg Director 
General of [gp. undec, -T,T. J]. Before leaving 
Brigadier Kennet considers it desirable to allot 
frequencies and wavelengths for use in Palestine. 
This will involve correspondence between C,B.M.E. 
and Friedberg in his "official" papier ey: Have you 
any objection on political grounds in view of the 
vast advantage to be gained, Request immediate 


reply. 
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Confidential. 
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IMMEDIATE 
CONFIDENTIAL | Ps gt A ee pgs | 


Your telegrem No. 75 /of June 5th; 
Telegram. Allocation of Wavelengths for Palestine7. 
It would certainly be valuable for wave- 
lengths to be allocated but it seems that it 


might be difficult to do'so without committing 
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Repeat to :-— 
ourselves to some extent to endorsing the idea 


of partition. Moreover I imagine that the 


THIS MARGIN. 


Jewish radio services are at present far 


better organised and more numerous than those 


IN 


on the Arab side so that any allocation 
based on the present position might turn out 
to be unfair to the Arabs. In order that the 
matter may be further considered Please 
telegraph on what basis allocation would be 
made and if possible some indication of the 
present and potential requirements of each 


side. Would the wavelengths be allotted 
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to individual stations or globally to each 
Distribution :— 
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Cypher/OTP, ‘is 
No, BE 7635/1260/351. 
Confidential, DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION, 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO HATFA, 


No, 118, 
D. 9.20 p.m, 14th June 1948, 
14th June 1948, 


IMMEDIATE. 
CONFIDENTIAL. 


Your telegram No.75 [of June 5th: 
Allocation of wavelengths for Palestine], 


It would certainly be valuable for wavelengths 
to be allocated but it seems that it might be 
difficult to do so without committing ourselves to 
some extent to endorsing the idea of partition, 
Moreover I imagine that the Jewish radio services are 
at present far better organised and more numerous than 
these on the Arab side so that any allocation 

based on the present position nig t turn out te be 
unfair to the Arabs. In order that the matter nay 


be further considered please telegraph en what basis 
allecation wevld be made and if peer ble seme 
en 


indicatien ef the present and petential requirements 
ef each side, Would the wavelengths be alletted te 

individual stations or glabally te each side? With 

Whem woulda cerrespendence be en the Arab side? 


2. Correspendence with Jewish autherities weuld 
in any case have te be strictly wefficial, 
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(Mr Marriott) 
No 49 (22/1/1) 
Dated eae ce 


Received 


in Recah 28 Jun 48 
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Obs tacles placed in the way of British subjects 
leaving Palestine, and of holders of British 
O° bei to enlist in the "Jewish 
Encloses copy of letter to the Mayor of Haifa 
protesting about treatment of British subjects and 


a copy of the reply, stating that the matter is 
being taken up. 
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His Britannic liajesty's Consul General 
at Haifa presents his compliments to 

the Under Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs and has the honour to t:‘ansmit 


the accompanying documents - 


- iaJuasa oY 


-ieforemce to previous corresoondence. 


ee ee ee ED he ee <0. OO tee 


Subject. 


PS a a i a a jet 


ate Mp Oe 


No.and date. 


mena eee 


1. Copy of letter of Ubstacles veing 
31st May,1945, to nlaced in the way 
the laayor of Haifa. of United hingdeu 

British ‘5uojects. 
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Copy of teply of 
1st dune ,194&. 
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Copy. 


British Consulate General, 
Haifa, 


31st liav,1948. 


I have the honour to inforn you that it 
has been brought to my notice that Obstacles 
are heing placed in the wav of Ueh. Bricish 
Subjects, the holders of British Passports, 
leaving Palestine and, at least in one case, 
that UL. British Subjects, holders of 
British Passports, ure vei ne forcibly enlisted 
In the "Jewish Army", It is my cuty to inform 
you that His liajestv's Government in the United 
Lingdom eannot tolerate this and to request 


Your “orship to take Such steps as nyv be neces- 
Sary tuo make this fact known, 


I have the honour to be, 


oir, 

Your obedient Servant , 
(oad. ) C.liarriott, 

Re 5.iu.Consul General ° 


His worship 
The’ Mavor of 
Haifa, 


Copy to:- Chief of Staff. 
ny 
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lst June, 148, 
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t have the honour to acknowledge 
receipt of vour letter dated 31.5.1943, 
on tie S bject of obstacles being placed 


Ee SE TS ae gs Rey ly supdjects. 


-:auasafay 


I ain discussing the above Matter 
with the Authorities concerned, 


I have the honour to be, 
oir, 
Your obedient servant, 
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CHAIRMAN 
bunicipal Co:i:ission. 
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H.5.i.. Consul General, 
British Consulate General, 
liaifa, 
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1948 PALESTINE 


letter to the or of Haifa protest 
ut +t t the W or Hotel 
Eine 


abo 
Wee) }8670/ 1260/31 ‘to Consolidat 
British Company, bs Hi 


Number 


FROM HAIFA 
(Mr Marriott). evacuated and inconvenience regrette 


No.20 ( 23/3/1) 


"tha hote 


Received 28 Jun 48 
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No.20, 


' 
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His Britannic Majesty's Consul General 
at Haifa presents his compliments to 
the Under Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs and has the honour to transnit 
the accompanying documents - 


Reference to previous correspondence - 


‘ » 


No.wand Date. subject. 


1.Copy of letter of Jewish Refugees 
18th lay ,1948, to lodged at the Windsor 
the Miayor of Haifa. Annex, Haifa. 


2.Copy of Reply of 
19th May ,1948. 
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Copy. a 


British Consulate General, | 
Haifa. 


18th Hay,1948. 


I have the honour to inform you that 
the Windsor Hétel Annexe, which is leased to 
a British company, Consolidated Refineries 
Limited, has been invaded by a Jewish Oranisation 


which has lodged there a number of Jewish 
refugees believed to be from the Jordan valley. 
It has been reported to me that Mr.dJames Pollock 
assented to the occupation of this hdftel. I 

have Mr.Pollock's categoric assurance that this 


is not so. 


2% However much + may svmpathize with and 
deplore the pli:zht of the refugees, 1 cannot but 
protest in the strongest possible tenms against 
this invasion of what is temporarily British 
property and actually occupied and needed by 
British subjects. 

36 It is my duty to reyuest you to take steps 
to see that the Jindsor Hétel innexe is restored 
to its rightful occupiers,Consolidated iiefineres 
Limited, at the earliest possible moment- and I 
suggest by noon tomorrow,wednesday, 19th Mav. It 
is further my duty to request you to see that I, 
as His britannic Majesty's Consul General, be 
informed in good time when it is pr:posed to take 
over property occupied by British subjects for 


any purpose. 
I have the honour to be, 


His .vorship, oir, 


The Mayor of Haifa. Your obedient Servant, 
( ed. )C eMarriott r 
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Copy. oa 


Municipal Corporation of Haifa 
General Administration 


FeU. Becks | 
19th May,1948,. 


AY, 


I ‘have the honour t9 acknowledze receipt 
of vour letter dated 18.5.1948, on the subject 
of Jewish Refugees lodged at the Windsor Hotel 
Annex and have to inform you that the above 


hotel has already been evacuated, 


In this connection I wish to add that 
it was explained to me that Since the Jordan 
Valley has suddenly-turned into a severe battle 
field, all children had to be immediately evacuated 


and temporarily lodged in Haifa; some of the 
hotels served the purvose. 


The unintentional inconvenience is 
regretted. 


It have the honour to be, 
oir, 
Your obedient servant, 


OpU a): _ 
CHalkiiaN 
KUNICITPaL COniiIS3IU.e 
EI LL 


British Consulate General, 
Haifa, 
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Registr | Copy of a letter to the Mayor of Tel Aviv, 
Nunbe, E8671/ 1260/51 requesting that steps be taken to protect the 
, roperty of Barclay's Bank which is situated within 
(ir M aaa pe ) his Municipality, and copy of the replys confirming 
eee that the building is being watched. 


No. 24 (22/3/8) 


Received 
in Registry 28 Jun 48 
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22/3/ehe8 JUN. ‘948 
SY 


No.al. 


His Britannic Majesty's Consul General 
at Haifa presents his compliuents to 

the Under vecretary of State for Foreign 
Afwairs and has the honour to transmit 
the accompanving documents - 


veference to previous correspondence = 


No. and Jate. Subject. 


1.Copy of letter of Protection of 
18th liay,1948, to ' properties belonging 
the liayor of Tel 1 to Nationsls of tne 
AVIV. Lnited iingd on - 
2,Covy of Reply of Jarclays Bank,Tel Aviv. 
25th -ay,1G4s. 
3. Cony of letter 
of Sth June, 1946, 
to the i.avor or 
Tel aviv. 
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Copy. 


British Consulate General, 
Haifa. 


19th hay, 


oir, 
It has been reported to me that the under- 


mentioned British property is situated within 
your Municipality ‘- 


Barclays Bank (Dominions,Colonies & Ove:seas) 


Allenby Road, 
Tel Awiv 


I have the honour accordingly to request 


that you will, as is done in all civilised 
countries, take steps as may be necessary for 
the protection of this property belongin: to 
Nationals of a friendly state. 


Ll have the honour to be, 
DLT, 
Your obedient Servant, 


C.Marriott. 


His worship, 
The Mayor of 
| Tel Aviv. 


GF, 
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Municipal Cooperation Tel aviv. 
12571. 26.5-1948. 


C. Marriott, Esq. ; 
British Consul General, 


oir, 
Subject:- Watch and ward - Barclays Bank 
Building Tel Aviv. 


Yours of the 18th May, 1948. 


I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
under reference and to inform you that the building 


in question is still being watched by the Jewish 


the arrangements 


Security Forces in accordance with 
arclays 


made between them and the Management of the 
Bank Tel Aviv. 


I have no knowledge of any intention of this 
watch being removed in the near future. 


I fail to understand your reference to our 
duty to do what "is done in all civilized countries" 
and beg to ask you to refrain from such insinuations 


Yours faithfully, 


(Sgd.) J.Rokach 
MAYOR. 
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British Consulate General, 
Haifa. 


22/3/8. Oth June,1S48. 


Sir, 


I have to acknowledge with thanks . 
receipt of your letter 6/4/2 12571 of 26th 
May. I regret that you should have found an 
insinuation which has caused offence in my 
letter of 18th May. I had no such intention 


but merely addressed a request to you that 
could not have been addressed to an authority 


in an uncivilized country with any hope of 
its being complied with. 


I have the honour to be, 
oir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


(Sgd.) C.Marriott 
H.B.#1.Consul General. 


His Worship, 
The Mayor of 
Tel Aviv. 
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wr 
194 
Woe | B8751/1260/31 ' 340F protection of British nationals in 
ralestine after withdrawal of fo ces from Haifs 
TELEGRAM FROM addressed to Haifa telegram No. ¢ ~kepeated to 
British Middle East Foreign Office and Jerusalem 
Pffice, CAIRO Understood that there are remaining in Palestine 
213 : | about 50 British officials in each of Haifa and 
Datehok SECRET Jerusalem, and of these that the majority enjoy 
26. 6048 diplomatic immunity. Gives numbers of non— 
Received 290 6.48 officials understood to be in Palestine. Sunmarises 
in Registry proposals from Command:rs-in-Chief for protection 
of British nationals, Requests Foreign Office 
recommendations on possible co-ordination of plans 
for REgSction and evacuation of British and Aameri-~ 
Can nationals. a 
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This tele is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained ‘the suthorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cypher/OTP E 8751 


D: 8 25.pem. June 26th, 1943. 
R: 10.15. pom. June 26th, 1948, 


Repeated to Foreign 
Office and Jerusalem, 
Commanders-in-Chief Middle itast have been peltoate | & 
r 


plans for protection of British nationals in Palestine af 
withdrawal of forces from Haifa. 


2. We understand British officials remaining in 
Palestine comprise about fifty in each of Haifa and Jerusalen. 
It is understood the ma clot of these are on your staff and 
hence enjoy diplomatic immunity. 


391340 040934 9178Ng 


3 The numbers of non-officials remaining are under- 
stood to be (a) British proper including dominions 150, 
(b) British Arab 600, (c) British Jews 5,000. 


4, Commanders-in-Chief consider it quite impossible 
to re-introduce forces into Palestine. to protect in situ 
nationals referred to in paragraph 5, ‘The most that could 
be done might be to evacuate sea as many as could be 
collected you at or near Haifa, It might be necessary 
for this operation to be covered by a small landing party 


and air cover. 


5. ‘The possibility of a situation arising in which 
British nationals would require protection has been reported 
to the Chiefs of Staff, but any action which may be taken 


would depend on the numbers nationals who would in fact 
nerit md so protection, It would be helpful if you could . 
confirm that the numbers given in para h & of the above 
are correct and that they are all entitled to protection by 


His Majesty's Government. Locations of these nationals are 
22 wu: also required. 


oe 6. Regarding your own staffs it is presumed that you 

have made arrangements for their protection and if necessary 
, * their evacuation if a serious situation arises. Can you gay 
<Y what plans are in existence to meet such an eventuality?  . 


7. We understand equivalent American nationals under | 
A, B and C of paragraph 3 are 200, 500 and 6,000 respectivel:/ 
No information is available here regarding plans which may 
have been made for their protection in similar circumstances, | 
Can you send any details? It may be that plans for protectic 
and evacuation of both British and American nationals could 
eo-ordinated and we would like your recommendations on this 


point. | 
poresy Office pass to Haifa as ny babes. es Ho. 6, 
[Repeated to Haifa]. [Copy sent to M,E, Seeretariat]. 
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13685) (1) Wt. 45471—D9 60m. 3/47 G.S.St. Gp. 620 7 | 
SECRET CYPHER TELEGRAM pw. 
renee | 


@ 

~~ WARNING The text of this message must be thoroughiy paraphrased if it is to be iS 
———aa==—- pubiished or otherwise communicated to persons outside the British | a 
or U.S. Government Service. If re-transmitted unparaphrased, the originator must §2) / 
mark it to be sent in “ O.T.P.” (One-Time Pad). 


ote gt Pe 


ee CY 1521 
151 (260 3 TOO 5014007 
ee ROR 8650208 


From : Ministry of Defence, London. 
To : G.H.G.,Middle East Land Forces. pee? 


Rptd : C-in-C., Mediterranean. 
C-ir-C., East Indies, 


a 


CUS (ME) 257 30th June 1948, 
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we have consulted Forei e and Colonial 


Office about your telegram No. 246/0CD referring to 
protection of Britist-m mie alestine and ww3 con- 
firm the assumption in your paragraph 2. 


-:a2uasafay 


Oe British Arabs and Jews in your paragreph 3(b) and : 
(c) are considered to be permanent residents in Palestine, | 
except that (c) may include a few British subjects who : 
are working in Palestine And who happen to be Jews. The 
need for their evacuation is unlikely to arise. In any | 
case they have had ample warning of our departure so that 

we can hardly be held responsible for them in future, 


oe We agree with course or action in your paragraph 5 
and note that you are ke¢ping whole question under observ 


ation, i 
| TOU 301800Z 
CIRCULATION 


D.C. On, | 

horeign Office 

First Sea Lord i 

Message Control, War Office 

Registry Telegrams Air Ministry 

Chief of Combined Ops. ‘Staff | 
secretary of State for/Commonwealth Relations 
secretary of State for Colonies | 
P/S to Secretary of state for Foreign Affairs — 
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he text of this message must be thoroughly paraphrased if it is to be ae ) 
lished or otherwise communicated to persons outside the British c 76 / 
lf retransmitted unparaphrased, the originator must 


WARNING ' 


pub 
or U.S. Government Service. 
mark it to be sent in “ O.T.P.” (One-Time Pad). 


Ia = L585 
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E sraf ofa fv. aBh? 

G.H.Q. M.E.L.F | 

Ministry of Defence, Loudon. 


Rotd: Cc. in Cc. ifediterranean. 
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246/0CL 
From Commanders-in-Colef ror 
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le You will sealise that on our withdrawal from 

Palestine and ovarticularly waile tue Jewisn State renains 

unrecognised by H.iil. Goverumelt we may be raced witn 

the awkward voSsibility of havins to protect and Gvacuate 
* jn Palestine. “ne Scoce 


nap ayy oye a ae + -- 
OMG OCI... Ls si VGl ET) 


British personnel remaining 
of the problem as we know 1t at 
the following paragraphs. 


ee British officials remainins i: Palestine comprise 


about 50 in each Haifa and Jerusrlem. ‘ne majority of 
tnese are on the staff of H.M.G.'S pepresontatives — 

at these places where they arc guarded by sPluisa 

ex Palestine Policemen. Since ws sssume tnacy would 
enjoy diplomatic immmity, we do not consider thuy 
should be included in any evacuation vlans. 

Oe The numbers of norn-olfficials cemnininge wiil be 
approximately as follows. | 


ps9gg/tze ©) 
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British Arab 60. 
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Protection of British Nationals in Palestine after 


Nene, $88995/1260/31 


TELEGRAM FROM 
Mr, Marrédott, HAIFA. 


No. 172 
TOP SECRET, 
Dated lye 7e U8 


Received 


in Registry | be 7048 
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withdrawal of forces from Haifa. 


Refers BMEO telegram No. 213 of 26th. June (rptd. to 
Haifa Noe189 — B8751/1260/31 ). 

There is no question of diplomatic immunity as far 
as Haifa is concerned, but the only protection 
anticipated will be required against the irrespon- 
sible Jewish elements, Transport is available 

to convey Consulate staff and European British left 
in Haifa to a point of embarkation, 


Repeated to BMEO,Cairo, and Jerusalem 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on], 


Cypher/OTP DIPLOMATIC (SNCRET) DISTRIBUTIC 


y, ano ify ye ; 
FROM HAIFA TO FORSIGN CFFICz. | i. 9 9 9 : 
ir, siarriott, S 
No. 172, D. 11.15 a.m, 4th July, 1948, 


4th July, 1948, R. 12.36 pom. 4thOvukWL194B4 8 
sxepeated to B.2.u,0, Caire and Jerusalen, 


Tic BDIATS, 
TOP SOR I e 


ddressed to Forei 
4th July, 


ca | 
Your telegram Ke. 180..." 


2 There is ef ceurse ne questien ef di 
immunity se far as Haifa is cencerned, »y Staff and I 
are at present enjeying what privileges I am entitled te 
expect. I de ne Ureneat net) anticipate that pretectien 
will be required against censtituted autherities, The 
risk we run is frem irrespensible elements like Ty ela, 
and the Stern oane er ss a result ef eur ewn cenduct, 
This risk is censtant and knewn to all, The everthrew 
ef the present "Gevernnent” by I.Z.L., weuld increase it 
but I de net (repeat net) believe even then a cencerted 
attack would be nade en us, We sheuld prebably be 
required te leave at shert netice and I sheuld pre sumably 
be given a chance to ask for the means te do se, 


A ~ 
\ oS 


3. . humbers given for British are as near as ag 
can est inate. 


4, I have the soap pees if I aan use it, necessary 
te cenvey my ewn staff and the few kurepean British left 

in Haife, with whem I am in teuch. te a eint ef enbarkat ion 
but I have no means ef connunicat ien with the British in 

=. 8 Tel Aviv, Nazareth, Tiberias execpt by pest. The 
Sritish arabs and Jews are fer the mes part unknewn te me 
and = is rot knewn hew many ef the fermer have left the 
ceuntry, 


Oo.  «y United States colleague thinks the figures 
fer the American natienals reu ney Sereect alt for Jews 
whem he put at 3,500, de is tr; te werk eut a plan 


and ages generally with my estimate of the risk, The 
er 


need evacuatien weuld arise se suddenly that I de not 
See hew a landing at and air cever could arrive in time. 
< think evacuatien could only be effected with the ce- 
operation ef lecal autherities which would net be forth- 
Ceiing 4f there were a landing party. 


rereign Office please pass te B.}.-.0. and Jerusalen 
as my telegrams 8 and 31 resnectively, 


[Repeated to B... 1.0, and Jerusalen). 
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TOP SECRET 


Addressed, to Haife telegram rob. 
of / Y July repedted i, to Teruselen: B.M.E.O. 


and Washington. 
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Your telegram No.172 Lec 7f suty | 


MOSALEM 334 
BoME.O. 7377. Your present position-and that of your 


asin itn 7H04 staff is very much in (oye thoughts. If it 


° 4 . ow : 5 ‘ ore 
becomes more critical, 


Unrqred 
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in the—les+—resort—you hve Tull discretion to 
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2. , Meanwhile I should like you to 
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Distribution :-— consider whether it is possible for you to 


NOGNO? 


DIPLOMATIC SECRET reduce your liabilities by sending some of your 


start out of the country without thereby 
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destroying the value of the Consulate-deneral 
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as a whole, 
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nt, oe ede Se . If you are placed in a dangerous 


: 
“Copies to :— situation while representatives of the Mediator 


“Oo Jue (Gad 
are still in Haifa, you should appeal to them 


Gp 620 


for protection. It occurs to me however that 


your American colldague might be able to offer 


Ctisimt pratt, om 
more nanigrees pp vowscrson in an extreme 


/emergency 


(13556) Wt. 43697-140 100m 3147 G.S.St. 


af 


emergency /Dy giving sanctuary to you and your 
. . » o 
staff in the U.S. Consulate, Unless you see 


objection, you should immediately put this 


a 


possibility to him. 


4. Please keep me informed of the 


measures vou take, 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on], 


Cypher/OTP, DIPLOMATIC (SECRET) DISTRIBUTION, . 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO HATA a 
a 


a 
a" 


No, 264, a 
aeenaes D. 7,20 a.m, 8th July 1949. 


7th July 1948, 
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Repeated to: Jerusalem No, 339; 
B.M.E.O, (Cairo) No.787; 
Washington No. 7409, 


| 
€ 


IMMEDT ATR, 


LOP_ SECRET, 


7th July, ate niormation to Aan 
BoM. i, U, (Cc Washington, ae 
- Your telegram No,179 {of 4th July), =" 


Your present bosition and that of your staff 
1s very much my thoughts, If it becomes more 
critical, you should inform ne immediately, 


2. Meanwhile I Should like you to consider 
Whether it is possible for you to reduce your 
liabilities by sendin ur staff out of the 
country Without there y destroying the value Of the 
Consulate-General as a Whole, 
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[Copy sent to Middle Bast Secretariat, ] 
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Mr. Marriott, HAIFA. 


No. 173 
Secrete 
Dated Le 7248 
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Protection of British Nationals in Palestine: 
presence of British Supervisors in oil refineries 
at Haifa, 


Refers Foreign Office telegram Noe 223 to Haifa 
and Haifa telegram No.172 to Foreign Office (E8995/ 
1260/31). 

een the risks run by British personnel in 
Haifa at the present times The presence of British 
Supervisors would not be deprecated providing they 
are aware of the risks they run in being sent to 
Haifa. Presumes that whatever arrangements are made y 
they will be given widest publicity for the benefit 
of the Jews and Arabs. Repeated to Bagdad, Washington, 
and Jerusalem, and Saving to Paris. 


(Mine tee, 


The background of the telegram within is to be 
found in our telegram No. 223 (Flag A behind this paper ). 
The Company are prepared to approach the Jewish 
authorities and the Mediator, with a Proposal for 
resuming the flow of crude oil from Iraq through 
Haifa to Europe as soon as they are assured that we 
would not object to the presence of a very small 
number of British Supervisors in Haifa. 
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an (This telegram is of particular secrecy and_sho f >egis ned 
by the authorised recipient and not passed.dn a 


Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 
FROM HAIFA TO FORBIGN OFFICE 


Bee Merrsets De. 3.57 pem 4th July,1948. 
N@. 
July,1948. Re 6.58 pom. &th July,1948. 


ieee ' 


a 
Your telegram Ne.223. Please see my telegram Ne.172,. 


. ~ 
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seme of the precautions I have taken may give clearest 
idea of the risks we rum which can only be increased by 
adding to the number ef British here. 


oY 


2. I returned weapons and refused the armoured cars 
offered by G.0.C. because as I have teld my party we have 
only te kill one Jew te be wiped out. My watchmen have kept 
their revolvers but they leave them in their bedroems verey 
pistels enly being carried in perimetre. None ef us is armed 
when we leave the perimetre. { am the only one who leave 
the perimetre alene. Ne-ene except me is allowed out in one 
ef my vehicles after dark when I de my driving unaccompanicd, 
This is te aveid an incident at one of the read blecks guarded 
by armed Jews =- much more likely te eccur in the dark and when 


men are tired. 
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3. arrival ef Herridge in Haifa ceuld not be cencealed. 
I sheuld not (repeat net) deprecate his visit during helding ef 
the truce as there are se few Arabs left that the risk ef 
sabetage by them is negligible. If he arrives after expiry 
ef the truce I presume agreement ef Arabs te arrangements 
would have been ebtained befere that ef the Jews was seught 
and I wender hew much rtiance the Arabs will place en a Jewish 


undertaking. 


| 4. Frovided ény British sent here by I.P.C. are aware 
| of the risks they run and that the more there are the greater 
: the risk to al11 I should not (repeat not) deprecate the presence 
here of British supervisors having regard to European need for 
| | this oil. The immediate result would be that all British 
| business men who [gp.undec.] will think it reasonable for them 
ire : to return and I think it only fair to those of us who have 
to be [? gp.emitted] that they should not by their numbers 


add to our risk, 
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.% 7 5. I presume that if arrangements are made they will 
‘ be given the widest publicity so that the Jews and Arabs all 
. are aware of them. 
Foreign Office please repeat to Bagdad, Washington and 
Jerusalem as my telegrams Nos, 12, 1 and 32 respectively and | 
Saving Noel to Paris. ’ = 
[Repeated te Bagdad, Washingten, Jerusalem and Saving 


to Paris, 
[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat]. 
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Reviciis Protection of British Nationals in Jerusalem 
| Number }88997/1260/31 | Consular district” 


Refers B telegram Noe 213 of 26th. June (r 

TELEGRAM FROM to Haifa No.6. w 88 7541/1 560/a4 )e spe 
Sir H.Dow, JERUSALEM, There are no British officials in Jerusalem not on 

No. 222 the Consular staff, which numbers about 656 Gives 

TOP SECRET, estimated numbers of non-officials resident in 
Dated 10 7e 8 the Consular district. 
ae Summarises plans for protection and/or evacuation 
1 5. 7648 of British nationals in case of emergency. 


in Registry | 
Repeatec to Haifa, 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be retained 
by the suthorised recipient and not passed on]. 


Cypher/OTP D TIC T pI UTTION 


| A 
FROM JERUSALEM TO FORETGN OFFICK E 8597 


Sir H, Dow D: 2.49.p.m July-lst 
O- 233, : 4.21. pem. julbistUe 


July Ist, 1948, 


\ 


repeated to Foreign Office and Haifa, 


ee eee: 
ee oo 


Your telegram No. 6 to Haifa, = 375 


Your paragreph 2, ‘There are no british officials in Jerusalem 
who are not on my staff, My staff numbers about 65 British subjects 
of United Kingdom or Dominion origin. 


2. Your paratype 5, Accurate estimates are not available 
for the former administrative districts of Jerusalem Gaze and 
Samaria which for Shh Perla oses compose my Consular district. 
Estimated numbers for those ee areas are as follows: 


(a) about 42 excluding my staff. 
(b) ? 300, 


(a) 1,500 (this figure was compiled in 1941 and is still 
probably near correet). 


Your paragraph 4, Some British Jews have expressed a 


5. 
desire to return to the United Kingdom and 


Haife where they abe to get in touch wi 
Consul General for advice. In this connem 
Out that a spokesman of Jewish Agency here has pe 
of national poseporss they hold, any Jew at present in Palestine 
will be considered by Jewish authorities as a national of state of 
Israel and may therefore not be allowed to leave if of military age. 
United Kingdom British in Jewish area (i.e. non—Jews) would 
robably be able to leave for Haifa eben ease truce. It is unlikely 
hat Arab-British or United Kingdon<British on Arab side of the 
line would be able to evacuate to anywhere save man. None of the 
United Kingdom British here with the exception of one indigent 
family have expressed a desire to evacuate. 


4, Your paragraph 5. Location of United Kingdom-}ritish 
is: Jewish quarter of Jerusalem 15, Arab quarter of Jerusalem 
about 90 including my staff (Cathedral 15, Old City 10) Nablus 38, 


Gaza 2, Bethlehem 4, 


5. Your peregrepe 6. Plans for protection of this Consulate 
are based on a hour watch system at points be ee by British 
milit authorities. Guards pest papa 3 of 50 British volunteers 
from Palestine police whom resignations have now reduced to 44. 
they are armed with automatic weapons and two Piat guns, An emer— 
gency defence scheme exists but it would be obviously inadequate 

o deal with a concerted attack of any strength, It seems to me 


that the only/ 
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erusalem telegram to Foreign Office No, 222, 
> ee 


that the only factor to be relied upon for extemal 
defence of our perimeter is a neues for official 
rotection from de facto authority in this are 
hus if Arab popuraticn hcl ai to attack net C. Le 
as a result of British recognition of Jewish State 


I should request protection from the Arab Legion 
ba they were still here. If, as seems not un- 
e 


y, Jews occupy this area at the end of the 

truce (or by a surprise attack before official end 
of the truce) I would immediately request Jewish 
Agency and local Haganah Commander for protection 
against the Stern group and I,Z.L. ency have 

ready held forth Stern group as a" ogey" to members 
of my staff who have wished to circulate in Jewish 
area Of Jerusalem and would I think find it 
difficult to refuse some sort of protection, I do 
not suppose we could rely entirely on this protection 
but I draw some enoguDegenent from the thought that the 
Jews would undoubtedly [ike recognition for their 
State from His Majesty's Government and therefore 
should be keen to show that they could protect a 
British Mission. If protection were not accorded 
or Were not effective We shoul: not I fear survive 
very long. Everything uepeuee on whether present 
truce in Jerusalem is prolonged or not. If it is 
not prolonged, the situation for all the staff will 
immediately become serious and may be irremediable, 


6. Evacuation can be undertaken to Amman so 
long as the Arabs occupy our area, If the Jews 
encroach on this area, evacuation would be difficult 
and weuld have to be on Haifa unless We could make 
other arrangement through the Red Cross, 


7. United States Consulate have advised all 
United States citizens to leave Palestine and are 
attempting to compile a register of these Hep ple 
They recken at present that citizens in all Palestine 
are category (a) about 80 (b) 500 and (c) 5,500 te 4000, 
In existing circumstances it weuld be difficult te ce- 
erdinate evacuation ef categery (a) British subjects 
and United States citizens in Jerusalem since nest 
British subjects are en Arab side ef the line and nest 
Americans en Jewish, It requires special permissien 
frem Arabs and Jews te cress the lines even during 
the truce and this is net readily accerded te anyene 
save efficials, United States citizens frem Je 
Jerusalem ceuld preveut yee best evacuated te Tel 
Aviv er Haifa unless reads either at Bab al Wad er 
between Tul Karen and Nathaniyl are under Arab 
centrel, In that event they weuld prebably have te 
make arrangements with the Red Cress te evacuate te 
Arab side ef the city and thence te Amman, It is quite 


/likely that it 
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to 
ad § ee 
likely that it will be impossible for nat pal ourselves 
erusalem, 


or the Americans to evacuate from J 


Foreign Office please pass to Haifa as 
my telegram No, 18, a 


(Repeated to Haifa, ] 
(Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat, ] 
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Draft. 
Telegram to: 


Fist Clase = 


Cypher. 


Distribution :— 


Diplomatic Secre 


Copy to 


Haifa and 
B. M. E. Q. 


vvul 1948 | 


Security classification.......... FOR. Secret. Ups 
—tf any | 7 


Addressed tO ecceccese JERUSALEM 
telegram No. 


repeated for information to 


Copy to 


Ne. 


Your telegram No. 222 for Ist/suly).. 

I ascine that es Situation as — Saas 
rather less difficult so long as the area is 
controlled by the Arabs. On the other hand if 
it should be over-run by the Jews, it seems 
probable that you would find the I.Z.L. 
relatively more powerful than they are in 
Haifa. 

2- You should put into effect the measures 
Suggested in my telegram under reference to 
Haifa so far as they are applicable in 


Jerusalen. It seems possible that Jewish 
yy Daw Fe tebe 


conyuest of your ) e increasing the 


risk that you would need American assistance, 


would also make it easier for you to maintain 
contact with your U.S. colleague. 

5. Please inform me at once of any change 
in the situation which in your view increases 


t 
the danger ak your staff and yourself. 


MY 5 
“ 
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[This telegrem is of particular secrecy and should be retained 
by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 


Cypher/OTP DIPLOMATIC (SECRET) DISTRIBUTION 


E 8997/1260/31 
Top Secret, 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TQ JERUSALEM 
$e Fhay, 1918. D. 2.05 a.m. 9th July,1928. 


Repeated to Haifa No.282, 
BeMoE.O. NO745. 


Your telegram No.222 [of lst July]. 


Please see my telegram No.26 to Haifa. 


I assume that your situation will be rather less difficult 
so leng as the ares is controlled by the Arabs. On the other 
hand if it should be over-run by the Jews, it seems probable 
that you would find the I.Z.L. relatively more powerful than 


they are in Haifa, 


2. You should put into effect the measures sugested 
im my telegram under reference to Haifa so far as they are 
applicable in Jerusalem, It seems pessible that Jewish 
conquest of your district, if that should take place, while 
increasing the risk that you would need American assistance, 
would also make it easier for you to maintain contact with 
your United States colleague, 


5. Please inform m@ at once of any change. 
in the situation which in your view increases the oanger 
to your staff and yourself, 


QQQ0Q 
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(This telegrem is of particuler secrecy and should be retained 
by the suthorised recipient and not passed on). 


Cypher/0Tr 


E 8997/1260/31 
Top Secret. 


De 2.05 a.m. 9th July,1928, 


Repeated to lisife No,282. 
BellemeOe NOos45. 


Your telegrem No.222 [of lst July]. 


Flease see my telegram No.26h to Haifa, 


I assume that your situation will be rether less difficult 
so long as the ares is controlled by the Arabs, On the other 
hand if it should be over-run by the Jews, it seems probable 
thet you would find the 1.2.L. relatively more powerful than 


they ere in Haifa, 
2. You should put into effect the measures sug.-ested 


in my telegram under reference to Haife so far as they are 
appliceble in Jerusslem. It seems possible that Jewish 
conquest of your district, if that should take place, while 
incressing the risk that you would need American assistance, 
would also meke it easier for you to meintein contact with 


your United States collesgue. 


3. Please inform me At onpecogiaayychange , 
in the situation which in your view incresses the uenger 
to your staff and yourself, 
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PALESTINE +: 7 


Arrest of British Subjects resident at Zerusalem, 


Five British subjects resident at Jerusalem were 
arrested on the night 6th./7th July by Jews, 
Belgian Consul-General, as chairman of Truce Comm- 
ission, investigated and protested to the Jewish | 
Agencye DreJoseph of the Jewish Agency has prom-~ 
ised to try to get the men released, | 


Repeated to Haifa and Cairo, 


(Minutes. ) 
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FRO JERUSALEM TO FQREIGH ONT Ls JUL 1948 


His Majesty's Consul-General, 
No, 235, D: 7.09 a.m, 7th July,1928, 


(‘th July, 1948, R: 9,14 a.m, (th July,1948, 


nepested to: Haifa, 
Cairo, 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 238 of 
sy (th repeated to Haifa and Cairo for inform tion 
O rH. Dow. 


United States Consulate informed me this morning 
that during the night five British subjects resident 
ae ee ilectric Corporation Plant were arrested 

y oo +e 


2. Belgian Consul-General as Chairman of Truce Comission 
whose fleg [grp.corrupt]) on building, went immediately to 
investigate and tried to get in touch with me but our 
telephone was "out of order". He otested to the Jewish 
-.geney who promised to teke the matter up forthwith, 


3. _ This marning I telephcned Dr. Bermrd Joseph of the 
Jewish :gency who stated that he sincerely deplored this 
action and has promised to do his utmost to get men 
released, 


4. Nemes core Bryant, Syivester, Downs, Hawkins and 
Teach, 


5. i will keep you informed. 
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baa Addressed to .......... UKDEL..NEW..YORK........ 


Draft. 
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Telegram to : 


sessstreened LERVAM No 


repeated for information to 


Please Convey to the Security Council 


3914450 Q4Y0934 9178Ng 


the information contained in Jerusalem telegram ta ote a , | : 


. 


No. 238, repeated to you as my immediately 


following telegran. You should not (repeat not) 
mention ” 

reveat the names of the five British sub jects) unk 
ne fous pre (rebh_ov Chan Clete .. 

I leave it to your discretion eg eT or not you 


should mention the part played by the U.S. 


> 
= . 


Consulate. 


2. H.-M. Representatives in Rhodes and Cairo 


should inform the Mediator or his representative. ges 3 “ oa 
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Cypher /CTP PCLITICAL DISTRIBUTICI. 
Cenfidential, 


FRCr. FORUIGN Cre IC: TO bay YCRK, 
(To U.K, Delegation to United ‘ations), 
Tio, 2917, 
7th July, 1°48, D 6.5 om 7th July, 1948, 
kepeated est Immediate to khedes No. 32, Cairo No, 1161 
Jerusalen !o. 337, Haifa No. 265 and Immediate te 
vashington No, 7304, 


LOST La sDIAT :, 
fy : 4s: 2 e 


“ 
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331450 GY0934 9178Ng 


_ Please eeuuey to the Security Council the information 
contained in Jerusalem telegram ho, 238 Popes ted te you as 
iy eet following telegram, You sheuld not (repeat 
net) wentien the names of the five British subjects, until 
we have fuller partocusene ef their identity, I leave it 
to yeur discretien whether or net you sheuld usention the 
part played by the United States Censulate, 


-:auasafay 


2  itiis .ajesty’s .epresentatives in ihodes and 
Cairo sheuld inform the uwediator or his representutive, 


Oe -f Jerusalen can now Supe the initials ef 
the five men and some description ef their occupations, 
they should telegraph this inferuatien repeating it te 

United Kingdem Delegation New York, 


Go 
~] 
—s 
o> 
So 
om 
a | 
a 


Cee 


"391440 O40934 


JITEAd 3HL JO NOISSIWY3d LNO 


NOQNO? 
AVWOIIHdVYDOLOHd 039NG0Y dy 


38 OL LON - Hdvy9OLOHG LHD IYAdOD 


p -HLIA 


Regist . 

Number |B9132/1 260/34. 

TELEGRAM FROM | 

Mr, Marriott, HAIFA, 
192 


No. 
TOP SECRET. 
Dated Te 7e48 


Received 
in Registry} Te 7048 


Last Paper. 
KE 9S 


References. 


a 
(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


ic E 4120) 4 g 


(Action 
completed.) 


ih 
Next Paper. 
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Protection of French Nationals in the Haifa area 


after withdrawal of British forces. 


Refers Foreign Office telegram Noe189 (Repeats 
BMEO telegram Noe 213 of 26theJune ~ E8751/1260/31 )e 


Gives numbers of French nationals in the Haifa area 
French Consul in Haifa has Made no plan for their 
protection, but agrees with the last two sentences 
of Haifa telegram Noe 172 of ktheJuly (B£8995/1260/ 


31). 
Repeated to BMEBO,Cairo, and Jerusalem 


ws GANG I 


( Minutes.) 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on Je 


Cypher /OTP D TIC (SHORET) DISTRIBUTI 


FROM HAIFA TO FORRIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Marriott D. 12017 p.m. 7th July, 1948. 
Nee 192 


7th July 1948, Re 1. 5 poem. 7th July, 1948. 
Repeated to British Middle East Office Cairo, 
Zerusalen 


391340 G4Y0934¥ 2178Ndg 


MEDIATE 


TOP_SEORET Maffei 
Your telegram No. 189, (ss) /-,,, | 
Wy French colleague informs me that he has 

about 100 French, 1500 French Arabs, 2,500 French Jews 


in Haifa neighbourhood. He has no (repeat not) made a 
lan and agrees with the last two sentences of my telegram 


0172. _ s §F9S/i2c0]3, 


Fore Office please repeat to British Middle Bast 
Office Carlo and Jerusalem as ny telegrams. Nos. 9 md 87 
respectively. 


[Repeated to British Middle East Office Cairo and 
Jerusalen). 


[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat]. 


saquazafey 
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Furt articulars of 5 British Subjects arrested 
Repay: in Joris sion 51) 
Numb, {89165/1260/31 | ~ Refere to 20 telegram 2917 to New York (K9115/1260/% 

yj = Gives. names and appointments of the 5 British 

|| TELEGRAM FROM subjects. All were employees of "Jerusalem Electric 

|; JERUSALEM (Sir H Dow). | and Public Services Corporation Ltd, incorporated in 

) No. 241 the United Kingdon. 

Mr Sheringham is going to Jewish Area this morning 
Dated 8 Jul 48 | to make personal contact with Belgian Consul General 
and Jewish Agency, and if possible visit the 


ae 8 Jul 48 | electricity plant. 
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Cypher/OTP POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION 
FROL. JERUSALEM TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Sir H, Dew D. 6.44 a.m, 8th July 1948 
Ne, 241 Ro 7,55 a.m, 8th July 1948 


8th July 1948, 
Repeated to U.K, Delegation New York 
Caire 


vVashingten, 
MOST DAMSDI ATE. | 
RESTRICTED, | 3 JUL 1948 
ddvegsed to Foreign Office telegram No, 241 ef 
Jul re e ernation e ngden 
ielegation New York, Caire, Rhedes, Haifa and 
vashingten, : Per eee 
tr 15 1280/2 | 

Yeur telegram No. 2917 te United Kingdom 

Delegation, 


39143430 QN0D34 J178Ng 


Names are 


(1) T.M.E. Bryant, Deputy General . undes, 
4 isei ctant |. ae ep 


(2) T,A, Dems, Technical Assistant (electrical 
engineer} 


(3) “.G. Hawkins, Station Superintendant, 


~:adusuafoy 


(4) PF... Silvester, clerk, 
(5) A.T.P, Leech, General Duties Officer, 


All employees of "Jerusalem Electric and Public 
services Corporation Ltd", incornorated in the United 


<ingdom, 
2. wsheringhas: is going to Jewish area this morni 
Cc 


to make personal contact with Belgian Consul Gener 
and Jewish Agency and if possible visit electricity plant. 
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Foreign Office aa repeat to United Kingdom 
Delegation New York Ne, 49, ashington No. 16, Haifa No. 26 


ana Rhedes No. 2, 


[Repeated to United a Delegation New York, 
vashingten, Haifa and Rhodes}, 
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Charges against British subjects abducted by Irgun 
Zyai uni in Jerusalem 


nies” | 9207/1 260/31 
Refers Jerusalem telegram No. 241 of 8th. July. (E9165/ 
TELEGRAM FROM 1260/31 )e 
Acting Consul-General| Mr, Sheringham has seen Dr. Joseph and the Haganah 
No. JERUSALEM, Military Commander of Southern Jerusalem, and was 
24.2, told that the Irgun had ‘serious charges of espion- 

Dated Secret | age’ against the arrested men. Jewish authorithes 
Te 48 were negotiating for the men to be handed over to 

| them, and had received assurances that the prisoners. 
9e 78 would not be maltreated, If they were handed over to 

Haganeh,Consulate would be informed and would be given 


® t 
OR Bot wNw Pore sGaruers, cyssr Ankenes ts. Repeated to 
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18th July, 1948 
POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION 


Jerusalem telegram No.242 to Foreign Office 
8th July. SEa8 


Paragraph 3 line 14 for [grps undec] read:- 


"Such an approach, which would have no 
political motive and would indeed be distasteful, 
would hardly be likely to enhance the prestige 
of more regular Jewish authorities. Doctor 
Joseph professed to be unmoved by this ani 
Said Consulate would doubtless do whatever 

t thought most useful in the circumstances. 
The Haganah Officer however told gpa 
that he nearly fell off his chair when he 
tera it suggested that British might approach 


4, Be 
l[grps omitte 


pore by Communications Department: 
A further repetition of omitted groups is being 
obtained ]. 
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ae Consul General was in Tel aviv 
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[This telegram is of particuler secrecy-aad 
retained by the authorised recipient ard not passed on]. 


Cy pher/vTP POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION 


PrC.. JERU Auk YC eCREIGN CFPICE 
ee ee ER Ed 


Acting British Consul General. 
No.242 De. 6.49 pem. 8th July, 1948 


8th July, 1948 Re 8.50 Dem. Sth July, 1948 


Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation ew York, 
Cairo, Rhodes, Haifa and dashington. 
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6th, repeated for information United Kingdon Delegation 
New York, Cairo, Rhodes, Hgéfa and Washington. 


Addressed to Foreign Office tetéarom 10.242 of Jul 


dA 


«iy telegram No.2 


-{9DuUaLID oY 


Abducted British subjects, 


Sheringhem saw Doctor. Bernard Joseph and Haganah 
sllitary Cousander of Southern Jerusalen this morinc. He 
was told thet I.Z.L. said that it had "serious charges of 
espionage” against the arrested men but that neither 
Haganeh nor Jewish gency had seen the evidence. Jewish 
authorities were negotiating to secure handing over to thea 
Of the wen and hed received assurances that they would not 
be maltreated. A similar assurance was given to the 
chairman of the Truce Commission, If they were handed 
to Haganah this Consulate wexld be informed immediately 
and could rest assured that any charges would be fairly 
and properly investigated. If they were held by 
Haganah Consulate would be given proper facilities to 
safeguard their interests. Doctor Joseph denied all 
knowlede of the whereabouts of the arrested men and was 
unable to confirm the information given in the following 
paragraph. He a ded that if he wes any judge of cheracter, 
Which he thought he was, he would be very surprised if 
there wes anything in the charges against Bryant (Bryant 
has managed to keep on good terms with both conmunities 
but has nany Jewish friends and is know: os a moderate 
Sympathiser with Jewish aspirations). 
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2. Sneringhaa wes given the following infarma tion 
oy two British journalists. it is generally velieved 

wh ag t but two of the arrested aen would soon be released. 

2 5 2 t is thought there is Sozething in the charges against 
eae gre two to be kept, Hewkins end sylvester, particularly 
4 % view of Suicide in tel Aviv of a certrin Hajor 

| eubiansky who wes an official of Jeruselen Electric 
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Jerusalem telegram No. 242 to F.0. 


-~93- 


Corporation and a senior Havanah ofiicer and had been 

charged with espionage and offered the choice ot execution 

or Suicide. <A oertain irs. Geiger, a Paléstinian who is 

a friend of Bryent, and a British ex Army and Police 

Officer naued Harrison were also arrested by 1.2.1. but 

soon released. It is rumoured that Hawkins and »ylvester 

have been removed to territory of "state of Israel". 

Doctor Joseph snid he hoped this was true since they 

would be safer there. He also said he had gone to ‘el 

Aviv yesterdey to inform Shertox fully of the incident 

and thet the Provisional Governuent would probably discuss 
it at their meeting this afternoon; they night as a 

result of their meeting be able to do something ( presunably 
through right wing members of the Governaent). ne journa- 

list said he knew that the arvested sen had been kept, 

at least at first, in a house next to the Czechoslovak 

Consulate but would not agree to this imformetion being 

passed on to Doctor Joseph. 


5. Sheringham stressed the serious view which Hic 
siajesty*s Governzent took of the incident and the bad 
effect it was likely to have on Anglo Jewish relstions at 
a time when many were hoping the past might soon be for- 
gotten. State of chaos which it revealed in Jerusslea and 
the inability of the Jewish authorities even to secure 
respect for the flags of the Security Council Truce 
Commission was hardly likely te de the Jews any good at 
Lake Success. He added tht with paramount censideration 
of securing the safety ef British subjects in aind this 
Consulate might have to consider a direct anproach to the 
I.ZeLe, even to denahin Beigin himseli if necessary, if 
it became apparent that Jewish Agency and Haganah were 
unable to secure the release of the arrested wen. ([Gps. 
undec.] this morning. Sheringham called instead on the 
American who ws unable to add to whrt has been said above. 
Belgium Consul General telephoned this afternoon, to sy 
he had raised the incident with the authorities in Tel Aviv 
and thet the Truce Commission wss meeting at 1800 hours 
Geet. to prepare its report on it to the Security Council. 
Sheringhea thanked him in my name for his efforts on behalf 
of the arrested men. 


Foreign Office pass Iamediste to New York, i/ashincton, 
Hsifa and thodes as ny telegrams Nos. 50, 17,27 and 3. 


[Repeated to New York, Washington, Haifa and kh-des]. 


[Note by Communic: tions Department: Kepetition of 
undecypherable gronps being obtained]. 
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1 GUL 1948 


‘®ernard Joseph states sme that he hepes that 
Seitish subjects would be handed over to. 
M@ent of Israel shortly. In that event, the 

accusations against them would be fairly investigated 

end a trial conducted under international law, 

It is considered that it is best that the ma should 

be in the hands of the “Government of Israel" and so 

no si ha has been raised on legal grounds in the 
mean Co 


: SS L * 2 > ae aye 
preetee. British subiecta 


pa 
Numbe, }B9288/1260/31 


Received 
in Registry 
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Cypher/OTP 
x 
FROM JERUSALEM TO FOREDGN OFFICE 
Acting British D. 2.39 pom. 9th July,1948. 
Consul General, 
Re 3.53 pom 9th July,1948. 


No.2 
9th July,1948. 


Repeated to New York UKDEL. 
Cairo, 
Haifa, 


IMiED TATE 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.245 of 9th July, 
repeated to UKDEL New York, Cairo and Haifa, 


Doctor Bernard Joseph informed me this morning that 
he hoped the five British subjects would be handed over to 
“regular forces of Government of Israel" very shortly. 


391450 GY0934 JITENg 


~:aduasafoy 


2. He assured me that in that event accusations 
against them would be fairly investigated and, if prime 
facie substantiated, any trial would be conducted in 
accordance with recognised international usage. In order 
that negotiations for this should not be prejudiced, he 
asked me to treat the matter as confidential for the moment. 


5- ‘Since it is obviously preferable that the men should 
be in the hands of "Government of Israel" I did not raise any 
of the possible legal objections to the procedure advocated. 


P5989 /Tue 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL New York and 
Haifa as my telecrams Nos, 52 and 29 respectively. 


[Repeated to UXDEL New York and Haifa], 
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Possibility of "coup d'état" by Irgun Zwei Leymi. 
Registry Effective strength of 1.Z.L. in Jerusalem is 
Nenbe, }89308/1260/31 | Bhought to be about 2,000, and it appears that 
| "legal" Jewish authorities exercise very little 
f} | TELEGRAM FROM control over them. It is sometimes said that the 
i JERUSALEM (Acting authorities deliberately disown the dissidents 


No. 243 Consul General] publicly while uséng them to do any "dirty work", 
but it would be dangerous to believe this completely, 
Dated 9 Jul 48 as Jewish State may really be in a precarious 
position. TSiumke The power of the dissidents is 
ee, 12 Jul 48 penetrating, and some "respectable" people are now 
ale coming into the open as supporters of the dissidents 


\ 
i 
5 | and they would no doubt became political f&gures in 
: the event of a "coup da’état". 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on], 


Cypher/OTP 
POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION 
FROM JERUSALEM 10 FOREIGN OFFICE 


Acting British Consul—General, 
No ° D. 48.25.pem. July 9th, 1948, 
y 9th, 1928, R, 10.10.p.m. July 9th, 1948, 


Repeated to U.K.Delegation New York 
Cairo (for Sir Hugh Dow, 
ifa, 
Washington, 
Beirut 


Annan, 
BeM.E.O. Cairo, 


) 
) 
) 
) 
) 


gation New York, Cairo ( Slr Hugh 
Haifa, Washington and Saving to Beirut, Damascus, Jedda, 
Amman and British Middle East Office Cairo, 


My telegram No. 242 (not sent to all recipients of this 
telegram). (fe 7265/12 | 


Abduction and holding by I.Z.L. of 5 British sub jects 
protected by the flags of the Truce Commission underlines the 
precariousness of the hold of "legal" Jewish authorities here, 
American Vice Consul told Sheringham this morning that he 
thought effective strength of I.Z.L. in Jerusalem was probably 
about 2,000 and agreed that numbers of Haganah front line 
troops could not be mach more. He also agreed that it was by 
no means impossible that I,Z.L. might attempt to obtain control 
of Jerusalem by a "coup d'état" against the Jewish agency 
and Haganah - an attempt which Might well succeed, 


2. Neither the Jewish agency nor Haganah seem prepared 
to use force to combat the dissidents ( e.g I.Z.L. and the 
Stern Group) here, It is frequently suggested that there ig 
a deliberate policy of disowming dissidents publicly while 
using them to do any "dirty" work that has to be done. This 
motive has certainly played. its part in the past, but 
explanation given by Jewish authorities that dissidents are 
very tard to deal with, and that a civil war Cannot be 
allowed {o start in a town which ig liable to be beseiged 
at any time%and where every available soldier is needed, 


wf | /certainly appears 
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certainly appears reasonable in the present circumstances, 
Hagansh is profoundly mistrustfu nts and 
has tried to remove the front 
line, because they c 

private operations w 

plan (a failing whic 

dissidents; Gersho 

Sheringham has laid to relieve 
the Old City through Gate on Palmach units, who 
left the scene because their demand for Support was not 
immediately met). On the other hand a surprising number 
of "respectable" persons are now coming into the open as 
Supporters of the dissidents, These would doubtless 
become political figures in the event of any "coup d‘état", 


€ 
391440 G40934¥ 9178Nd 
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5. Dissidents also constitute the main danger to 
continuance of the cease fire or the demilitarisation of 
Jerusalem, neither of which is likely to be welcome to them, 
Indeed every observer Staying at the King David Hotel not 
leng ago found a neatly typed notice in wnglish pinned te 
his pillow, saying that I.Z.L. did net want the cease fire 
and that the observers haé better go heme, The problem ig 
one which can only be tackled by the "Government of Israel" 
and its representatives in Jerusalen, I Suggest that every 
possible opportunity be taken, in Jerusalem, Haifa, Lendon 
and Lake Success to emphasise to Jewish representatives 
the dangers of the situation. 


~:aduesafoy 
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| Fereign Office please pass to United Kingdom 
Delegation lew York, Washington and Haifa as my telegrams 
51, 15 and 28 respectively. 


(Repeated te United Kingdom Delegation New York snd 
Washington and Saving te Haifa, ] 
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I visited Jewish Jerusalem on 
June 14/15 and July 2/3 and met a reasonably 
representative cross-section of all but the 
poorer classes ( who in the orthodox and 
oriental communities are numerous). 


Ze The Jews of Jerusalem have had a 
hard time ; during the s¢ége food was scanty 
and dull (but probably sufficient --- people 
were certainly not starving) water was strictly 
rationed and was doled out to qaeues (and still 
is), cigaxrettes were almost unobtainable, 

and the bombardment of the tuwn made daily life 
difficult and dangerous. The cease-fire was 
unmistakably welcomed and the one question 
which everyone asked me on my second visit 

was whether it would continue ( my answer 

that 1 hoped so but did not know was received 
with polite incredulity ; it is firmly believed 
that the whole issue depends on HMG's advice 

to the Arab states). Nevertheless morale is 
high ; the inhabitants are proud of their 

stand which they compare with that of Londoners 
during the blitz. If neccessary they are 
prpared to continue the struggle and say, l 
think sincerely, that they will fight to the 
bitter end rather than surrender to the Arabs. 
I should say that the morale of the Haganah is 
about as high as that of any army could be. 

The first cocksure certainty has given way to 
a sober pride in the achievements of Jewish 
arms coupled with a measure of respect for 

the enemy. Until shortly before the cease-fire 
the Haganah was, I think, short of ammunition 
and heavy armament (which means in Jerusalem 
large matars) but this seems now to have been 
remedied, probably thanks to. convoys which got 
through before UN control was established on 
the Tel Aviv road. I should say that the posit- 
jon of the Jews has improved morally and 
physically more than that of the Arabs during 
the cease-fire. The flight to Tel Aviv has 
been less serious than that to Bethlehem ard 
Jewish energy has done more than arab in the 
way of building fortifications behind the 
packgs of the observers. 
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NOTHING 


13, The Jews would probably still 
welcome the esatblishment of an international 
regime in Jerusalem but somewhat less enthus- 
dastically than at the beginning of the cease - 
|lfire. I suspect that a slight change of attit- 
‘ude has been inspired from Tel Aviv which is 
at present considering the status of derusalem 
vis a vis the State of Israel. The pratical 
and other disadvantages of the present position 
in which authority is shared between two 
bodies who have a legal existance, the Munic- 
ipality and the Jewish Community Councii, and 
ttwo which have not the Military Commanders 
and the Emergency Committee, are becoming 
more manifest. The Israeli Government seems to 
Jhave only two cousses open to it, to proclaim 
‘l\Jerusalem part of the Jewish state or to set 
up a military government by virtue of amm an 
loccupation by the Israeli army. I gather tha 
the latter, which seems preferable from the 
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Minutes 


point of view of international law, is the 

more favoured. It is quite clear that if 

the UN does not do something soon ( some 

Jews think that the best thing is for 

Count Bernadotte to come here himself ) | 

the Israeli Government will have to act. 

he There is a very real and : 

deep bitterness over the shelling of Yerus- : 

alem, not against the Arabs but against Britain, 

The shelling did surprisingly little damage 

to buildings but caused approximately 

2000 civilian casualties, of which 4Q@0 . 

were fatal and another 400 so serious as to 

result ultimately in death or zg life-long 

incapacity. It is said that these casualtie 

are proportionately heavier than those causkd 

by the London blitz and I was bitterly told 

stories of whole families wiped out, of a 

shell hitting a queue of women waiting for 

water, and of the specially heavy shelling 

of the Street of the Prophets containing 

four hospitals under Red Cross protection 

and not on the front line. It is argued 

that all this was done by an army paid for b¥XRBKIXZ 

by Britain, commanded by British offieers, 

firing British guns with British se 
a 
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(some of which is said to have been dated xaKEXaS 
late as April, 1948). It is frrmly believed] that 
had they wished to use it HMG had enough 
influence with King Abdullah to stop what 

is held to be intentional and indiscrimina 
killing of civilians. Outside religious 
circles feeling about the shelling far | 
exceeds that about the destruction of 
the Jewish Quarter of the Old City. The 
bitterest were those formerly best dispose 
to Britain , e.g. Dr. Oppenheimer who has 
delivered half the British babies born in 

in Jerusalem for many years, or Dr. Senaton, 
a non+Zionist who as a member of Ihud has 
consistently worked fow better Anglo-Jewish- 
Arab relations and opposed the idea of a 
Jewish state. Dr. Senator told me almost ! 
in despair that he thought that ¢kat | 
irreparable damage had been done to Anglo- : 
Jewish relations and consequently to ahe 
possibility of a western orientation of the 


Jewish state. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN 
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| 
De I do not take so seestaiaeic 
a view as Dr. Senator who is no politician. 
Mr. Ben Gurion has quite recently offered | 
to forget the past in return for a change | 
in our attitude to the Jewish state and 
dotbtless has good political reasons for doing SO. 
fir, Agronsky at-the.end of a long discussi 
in which he put the Jewish point of view o 
with considerably more force than I have dane 
in the preceding paragraph le gave me a 
cutting of his leading article for May ved 


38 O1 LON - 


reading out to me its end which well expregses 
the almost wistful longéng of. some Jews 
to get on good terms with us again : 

We shall cling to the | 
shadow cast by England's great men, | 
and leave it to memory to dim the 
pettiness of the little men. We 
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were with Britain body and soul, in 
adversity and advance, when Britain 
fought the civilised man's fight. We 
shall live in the hope that the good, 
the gracious and the just will triumph 
once more wherever Britons go or 
destiny takes Britain. 


6. There is however one condition 

to the success of any efforts towards improving 
Anglo-Jewish relations, that we supply no 

more arms and ammunition to any Arab state 
until a Palestine settlement has been frrmly 
achieved. A resumption of supplies would 
finally alienate those Jews who are well 
disposed towards us and greatly help the 
dissidents. It would also, it seems to me, 

do no good to the Arabs since the Jews would 
almost certainly win the ensuing armaments 

race with Russian and probably American help. 
The Arabs might be able to way Jewish Jerusalem 
in ruins at the cost of / Arab Yerusaiem 
too but they would neither get the Jews of 
Jerusalem to surrender nor be able to overe 
throw the Jewish state. We should still have 
sooner or later to tell the Arabs that they 
had post the war. 


Te The position of the dissidents 
in Jerusalem is hard to ascertain but my 
feeling is that everyone is by now for or 


‘|against them. The strenghh of the IZL and the 


number of its supporters is probably greater 


. in Jerusalem than in Tel Aviv or Haifa. Here 


it is at the best only precariously subject 


|to any authority other tha itself and constit- 
Jutes the gravest danger on the Jewish side 


to any rational arrangements for Jerusalem. 


|te Jewish leaders will need all their skill 
‘land courage to extricate themseives from the 
‘| dilemma into which their past ineptitades 
‘|have got them, whether to establish their own 
|authority at the cost of reducing, possibly 


seriously, Jerusalem's ability to defend 
itself against further Arab attacks, or to 
sacrifice their authority and possibly their 
interpaational position in the face of the 
almost overwhelming needs of defence. 

The Stern Gang is internally of 
less importance but it is even less under 
control than the IZL and is liable at any time 
to upset any arrangements by some act of folly. 
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PALESTINE 


Possibility of handing over to Haganah and trial of 
Registry five captured British subjects 
Number | E9311/1260/31 Refers to Jerusalem telegram 245 (E9288/1260/31). 


Dr Joseph informed that it was hoped that I.Z.L. 
= pameereacmats wawld hand over the five British subjects to Haganah 
_ JERUSALEM (Acting soon, but thought that they were not being ill 
No. 252 Consul Generdltreated. Jim Hayes, British journalist, states that 
I.Z.L. have announced that charges would be made 
Dated 11 Jul 48 | public within 48 hours. It is thought that some 
Recsicea prisoners will be put on trial for “espionage on 
in Regutry| 18 Jul 48 | behalf of the enemy" i.e. the Arabs, and it is 
suggested that Jerusalem Electric Corporation in 
London brief a canpetent lawyer, preferably an 
English Jew, to stand bye 
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[This telegram is of particular secre 
retained by the authorised recipient 


Cypher/OTP 
if wf TO FOREIGN 


Acting British Consul General 
D. 7.19 a.m. llth July, 1948 


aes abe 
lith July, 1948, Re 8.55 aom. llth July, 1948 


Repeated to U.K. Del. New York 
Haifa. 
Cairo. 


Agares sec ° "ore 44 UT fice te B Ora No 4046 Of 1. 
LOth repeated to Cairo, U.K. Del. New York and Haifa. 
a ebro ‘ze 
ly telegram No. 245. [| 92:3 3 “ 
Abducted British subjects. 


Dr. Joseph telephoned this morning to say that I.Z.L. 
said that their investigations would soon be complete and 
that he hoped the prisoners would soon be handed over to 
Haganah. Hayanah officers handling the affair believed 
that they were not being ill treated. I am unable to 
confirm reports that Bryant and possibly others were seen 
today at a distance blindfolded but apparently well by a 
British Jewish journalist. 


2. This evening Jim Hayes, a British journalist, 
telephened to say he had been infermed by I.Z.L. that charges 
against the prisoners would be made public within 48 hours 
and that their trial weuld prebably take place befere a 
Hsganah military ceurt in vel Aviv. He was much cencerned 
abeut getting cempetent legal defence andws teld by I.2Z.L. 
that he ceuld ge ahead in engaging a lecal lawyer. Jeseph 
denied all knewledge ef the state of affairs revealed by 
Hayes. He said that the questien whether a preseeution- 
weuld be instituted when evidence was preduced weuld have 
te be decided in Tel Aviv and that in view ef the cenditiens 
in Jerusalem it was net impoessible that the trial weuld take 
place in Tel Aviv. He was teld that I sheuld expect earliest 
pessible netificatien ef the intentiente remeve the pr eoeners 
te Tel Aviv and sheuld expect te be given every facility in 
leeking after their interests. He was requested te cenvey 
this te the antherities in Tel Aviv and premised te de se, 

(4 

5. Ire it as highly prebable that seme at least 
ef the prisensr Will be put en trial. If cenvicted en a 
charge such» gs "espienage en behalf of the enemy" i.e. the 
Arabs, 4% is‘het imprebable that they weuld be executed. 


/I advise that the 
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~. . — 


39143430 O40934 91 78Nd 


El 


P5989 /TLE | 


NOONOT ‘3914430 GY0934 


JIIAd JHL JO NOISSIWY3d LNO 


“HLIA AVI)1 
38 OL LON 


HdVYDOLOHd 039NGOY d3y 
~ HdVYSOLOHd LHD IYAdOD 


I advise that the Jerusalem Electric Corperatien in Lendon 
brief a competent lawyer to stand by to preceed te Jerusalem 
er Tel Aviv at shert netice. An eminent English Jew would 


be preferable. 


4. At wy request, made befare the infermatien in 
paragraph 2 was available, the Truce Cemmission has net 
again te censider further appreach te the Jewish autherities. 
The Commission has decided te remeve its flags freu the pewer 
statien which thus becomes a legitimate target fer the Arabs. 
As you are aware, it is the preperty ef a British cempany. 


Fereign Office please pass te U.K. Delegatien New Yerk 
and Haifa as wy telegrams ives. 53 and 31 respectively. 


[Repeated te U.K. Delegation New Yerk. Net repeated 
te Haifa pending departuental instructiens]. 
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Confidential. 


As you may be aware, five British 
nationals have been seized by the I.%-L. in 
Jerusalen. It is possible that they may be 
nnnaed over to the Jewish authorities, and 
Repeat to :— that proceedings may be instituted against them 
in a court. The Jerusalem Hlectric 


MARGIN. 


Corporation, by which the men are employed, 


wish to brief Mr. Asher Levitsky to defend 


aA 


IN| THIS 


them in that event. JeruSalem have been 


-idD0KaL0 oY 


instructed to contact him if possible, but he 
may be in some other part of Palestine. In 
that event Jerusalem will ask you to try to 
find him and inform him of the Company's 


wishes. 
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Cypher - AL DISTRIB 
are he A 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO HAIFA 


Ye, 290 | 
12th July, 1948. | D. 8.08 p.m. 12th July,1 948, 


HOST IMUEDIATE 
CONFIDENTIAL 


As you may be aware, five. British nationals 
eee been seised b they f, ane erusalen. 
It is possible tha foes | be handed over to the 
Jewish e: authorities, . har th preeee may be 
instituted iSstric them in 
Jerusalem Electric os 


Jeruselen have been 
him if possible, but he may 
art of Palestine. In et event 
Jerusalem will ask you to , try, to find him and 
inferm him of the Company's wishes, 
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Your telegram No.252 [of llth July]. 

A Parliamentary Question has been put 
down for Wednesday, asking for information on 
the five British subjects kidnapped by I-Z.L. 


PleaSe telegraph your latest news of them by 


391440 GY093¥ 9178Ng 


most immediate telegram, to reach me on 
Repeat to :— 
Wednesday morning. 


MARGIN. 


2. Your para. 3. Jerusalem Electric 


Corporation wish to brief Mr. Asher Levitsky, 


THIS 
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believed to be in Jerusalem, who has previously 


IN 


acted on their’ behalf. Please make contact 
with him if possible ana instruct him 
accordingly. If he is not in Jerusalem, you 


Should inform Haifa, who are instructed to take 
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action in that event. 
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Cypher/OTP. 
Confidential. DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION. 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICES TO JERUSALEM, 


No, 418. 
— D. 4.5 a.m. L3th July 1948, 
12th July 1948. 


IMMEDIATE. 
CONFIDENTIAL. 


Your telegram 0,252 fof llth July]. 


A Parliamentary Cusstion has been put down 
for ednesday, asking for information on the five 
British subjects kidnapped by I,Z.L, Please 
telegraph your latest news of them by uost immediate 
telegram, to reach me on Wednesday morning, 


2. Your paragra h 3. Jerusalem ulectric 
Corporation wish to brief Mr. Asher Levitsky, 
pelleved to be in Jerusalem, who has previously 
acted on their behalf, Please make contact with 
him if possibile end instruct him accordingly. If he 
is not Jerusalem, you should info:a Haifa, who 
are instructed to take ection in that event. 


[Copy sent to Middle Rast Secretariat. ] 
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Jerusalem Electric & Public Serr 


@ TELEGRAPHIC ADORESS: CAGLE ADDRESS: 
‘‘RUOFLAB, CANNON, LONDON °’ **RUOFLAB. LONDON.’ 
® (Incorporated under the Palestine Companies Ordinances, 1921 to 1925) 


DIRECTORS : 


WILLIAM SHEARER (CHAIRMAN) London Office: 


H. G. BALFOUR 

D. C. BROOK. F.S.A.A. 

G. E. DENT 

Rt. HON. SiR CUTHBERT HEADLAM., Br.. 


66, QUEEN STREET, 


P.C., D.S.0., O.B.E. LONDON, E.C.4 


RT. HON. LORD RANKEILLOUR, P.c. 
D. S. WARREN 
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PALLOLINE. 


Statement by Jewish Agency spokesman to the effect 
Registry that there are serious charges agains h 
Number n9458/ 1260/31 arrested British subjects, and an effo) 
made to have them h dad over f 


t 
_ TELEGRAM FROM Israel, when they will be tried, if there are 
| JERUSALEM (Acting 
| No. 26% Consul Gener 


Dated 13 Jul 48 


Received : 
in Registiy 15 Jul 48 
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D. 9.21 80 iy 13th July 1928, 
13th July 1938, Re 10e4008em, 13th July 1948, 


DMEDIATE 
Jewish agency spokesmen yesterday nade 
following statement about the five abducted 
British subjects. 


[Begins] 


We understand that there is evidence of 
serious rd See sgeinst the five English men 
deteined by the 1.2.1. An effort is being made to 
erreage thet these persons shell be handed over 
to the Government of Isrsel in order thet the 
charges sgsinst them may be investigsted and that 
they may be put on tris] if grouds be found for 
so doing. [Ends] 


Foreign Office please pass immediste to U.K. 
Delegetion New York as my telegram 55. 


[Repested immediate to U.K. Del. New York. ] 


doting British Consul General 
Nog 265, 
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En clair, DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 
FROM JERUSALEM TO FOREIGN OFFICE, 


Act British Consul General, 
eo e , De 4. 50 PM. lth July, 1948, 
R, 5.54 pom, 15th July, 1948, 
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15th July, 1948, 
IMMEDT ATE. 
| qus i2s | 
My telegram Ne,268, - ; 
Abducted British subjects, 


It has been reported to various of my 
collsagues in Jewish Jerusalen that a mumber of 
"well-known Consuls" are involved im the affair, 
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Te enema 


1OAS PALESTINE 
eee 14 WL 198 


Copy of letter to Secrets General of United 


Registr | pet one «6 ying report on the capture of five 
et. }£9473/1260/31 | British subjects by irgun Zwei Leumi. 


Number 
FROMY.K. DEL NEW YO ; 

Copy also sent to Washington. 
Nol6S ( 1'7/200/48) 


Dated 8 Jul 48 


Received 14 Jul 48 
in Registry 
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Nations at New Y- 
HIS Majesty's Permanent Delegate to : 


presents his compliments to H.M.P.S. of Ss. eecenen suk 6 
and has the honour to transmit to him the undpr-mentio 
documents. 12 JUL 1016 - 
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Reference to previous correspondence: <> a i>) = Gil 5/1260 
Foreign Office telegram No. 287 of 7th July, 1948. 
Description of Enclosure. 
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Copy of letter to Secretary Palestine 
General, United Nations, 
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(Copy also sent to Washington). 
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this incident, 
to the United Nations 


I have the honour to be 
Sir 
Your Exeal leney's obedient Servant, 


His ixeellenay, 


Trygve Lie 
General, ; 
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pagar | B9479/ 1260/31 
FROMU.K. DEL NEW YO 
(Mr P Falla) 

Ne. 17/201/48 


Dated 9 Jul 48 
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ca ea by Ir 
Sedurity Counc has been given an inithal report 


on the capbure of the 5 British subjects. Suggests 
that it would not be advisable to worry this 
questiong as it may only confirm an opinion which is 
already held by many that the main British interest 
in Palestine question is"to score points in a 
vendetta against the Jews". Wishes to be informed 
if Foreign Office opinion is contrary to this 
suggestion. 


Attitude to be adopted in the Security Council on the 
question of the 5 British subjects who were 
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-y telegran sic. 286, 
“ive abducted uritish subjects. 


vr, Sernard gore has just informed wember of uy starr 
that wen hsve this afternoon been handed over to “erned forces 
of .itate of israel" (i.e, iiagansh) und that they ore heing 
coiveyed to vel ..viy. 


2, | have ssked him thet we should be enabled to provide 
thei: with legal eid snd he assured ne that the; should receive 
all oroper fecilities. 


“oreign Uffive cece pass to United :-ingdon Jelegation 
as ny telegram iio, 58, 
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Minutes. pw 
E 1479/12h0/z; INDEXED “1 


The five British Subjects kidnapped 
in Jerusalem. 


Sir Alexander Cadogan telephoned from 
New York yesterday with reference to our 
telegram No. 305$ to him_on this subject. 


He said he was doubtful of the wisdom 
of raising the question as we had suggested, for 
the following reasons - 


(1) The Truce Commission had informed the 
Security Council that it had given time to the 
Jewigh authorities for compliance with their 
demand that the five men should be surrendered, 
and the time limit had not yet been reached. 


(2) Ventilation of the question in the Security 
Council might imply some recognition of the 
authority of "Israel" in Jerusalem. 


(3) It had been reported in the American press 
that the Minister of State, answering yuestions on 
the subject in the House of Commons. had stated 
that H.M. Government did not hold the Jewish 
authorities responsible for this action of Irgun. 


(4) Mr. Boban might link the question with that 
of Cyprus, where we were detaining 9,000 Jews 
without complete legal justification. © 


Sir Alexander Cadogan also said that the 
Security Council had adjourned until the beginning 
of next week and if he was to carry out our 
instructions literally he would have to convene 
@ Special meeting for the purpose. 


I said that we did not want him to go to 
that length. We had assumed that the Council 
would be meeting again yesterday to continue 
discussion of the Syrian resolution and that the 
matter could relevantly be introduced then. In 
the circumstances it would suffice if he 

| ensured that Palestine was on the Agenda at the 


;next meeting of the Council and if he then 
raised/ 
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raised the question. In any event we wished 
him to do so in theterms of our telegran, 
Subject to any change in the. situation before 
the next meeting of the Security Council. We 
would Keep him informed by telegram. I will 
draft on Monday morning in the light of our 
latest information. - 

#75 22 


17th July, 1948. 
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Nothing to be Written in this Margin. 
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UNITED KINGDOM DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
EMPIRE STATE BUILDING 
NEW YORK 1, N. 


REPLIES SHOULD BE ADORESSED 
P. O. BOx 304 
New Yoru’ tl, N. Y. 


TELEPHONE: Ne. 17 2c 1 | wS 


LONGACRE 8S-2070 


SUL. 1949 | 
7 4 o...2_—s—_. 
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL SENT TO pepr 
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As instructed in Foreign Office telegram No. 2917 of July 7th, we 
have passed on to the Security Council the information in Jerusalem telegram 
No.238 about the kidnapping of five British subjects by the Irgun Zvai Leumi. 
This has been circulated as document S/874 of July 8th. 
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9th July, 1948. 


Dear Harold, 


a 


-292uaLa 


We have not yet received the fuller information suggested in 


‘paragraph 3 of the Foreign Office telegram, and pending instructions we are 
not passing on to the United Nations the further details in Jerusalem telegram 


No.242 of July 8th. 


We presume that your object in instructing us to inform the 
Council of this matter (which has been quite fully reported in the press here) 
was to illustrate the lack of respect shown by I.Z.L. to the United Nations 
and particularly to the Truce Commission. As such it is no doubt quite a 
useful piece of evidence, though I doubt if anyone here, including Eban, 
requires any convincing of the general lawlessness of the Irgun. You may, 
however, agree that against the wider background of resumed hostilities in 
Palestine it would be somewhat out of place for us to go on worrying this 
question, especially if we did so in such a way as to confirm the impression = 
which I hope can be gradually killed - that our main-interest in the Palestine 
question is to score voints in a vendetta against the Jews. 
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In this connection, and with reference to paragraph 3 of 
Jerusalem telegram No.242, I can well imagine Eban asking who was responsible 
for the "state of chaos ... in Jerusalem" and whether, for example, the 
Egyptian pilots who fired on a United Nations observer ‘plane not pone ago had 
any more respect for the United Nations flag than the I.Z.L.! 
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I am sending a copy of this letter to Denis Allen in Washington. 


Yours eS 


Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, S.W.1. 


Since the above was drafted we have received Jerusalem telegram 
No.241 of July 7th with the men's names and description. In the 
light of the foregoing we are inclined not to make a further 
colegio. n to the Security Council at the moment; but please 


telegrip -&f you wish us to do so. 


391450 GY0934 9178NGg 


F 


-i9JuUaLa 


oo 
~J 
= 
oO 
So 
i] 
Jv 
(fam 


NOONOT ‘391440 090934 
JHL 30 NOISSIWY3d LNO 
HdVYDOLOHd O39NdONdIY 


38 OL LON - HdvadOLOHG LHD 1YAd09 


J'118Nd 
“HLIM ATWO9d! 


Registry 4 ¢ , oo 8 be 
No. . _ § : a 7. “ i. Fe Y i : : . | ‘ . ‘ a 


Confidential. 
Reet = 
=Gpen: = 


Security classification 
—if any 
Telegram to :-— 


U.K: Del. New... 


€ 


Despite the efforts of H.M. Consulate- 
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General, Jerusalem, the five British subjects 
kidnapped by the Irgun are still detained by 


that organisation. The local Jewish authorities 


£9Y 


THIS MARGIN. 


in Jerusalem Claim that they are making efforts 


-i9DKGL9 


to have the men handed over to their custody, 

but if this is true they have not yet succeeded. 
2. It seems probable that the best way of 

persuading the Jewish authorities to take some 


effective action will be to use this affair as a 


TO BE WRITTEN IN 


bad 
means of embarrassing ane csentsias on the 
#n=E kes: Security Council. You Should therefore take 


Cede== the earliest possible occasion to raise the 
Cy pher. 


Sub ject, prpurebly Tor hay : 
Distribution :— 


3. You might begin by drawing the attention 
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of ‘the Council to the report which I understand 


§ 


the Truce Commission have submitted on Jewish 


H13e 4 designs in Jerusalen.., You should then say that 
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the seizure of the © British subjects does not 


inspire confidence in the pretensions of the a ae 979 oud, HE 


, 


Jewish leaders to exercise effective control 
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over their community in Palestine. It is true 


90.000 


that Jerusalem is not within the area over which 


” 
- 


they claim governmental authority but the Jewish 


Wt.343825 


forces in Jerusalem are presumably Subject to 


(34615: 


. 


rr has 


{ 


their military command. The impunity with 

which /ohe- terrorist organisation has been able to 
seize and detain five foreign nationals, anc the 
public statements made by that organisation to 
the effect that it will itself stage a trial of 
these nationals, are obvious symptoms of anarchy. 


4. The Truce Commission will have made the 


point that the men were seized in a building 


flying the flags of the Truce Commission and 
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under their protection. On this aspect of the 
‘question en should refer to article 105 of the 
Charter ["The-erganisationshall-enjey-in—the 
territories. of -eneh—ef- ite ‘members sueh-prty: 
and -tmmunitieo-ne-ane nosessary-for-the fulftin 


of. .ite-~purpewes"] and article If, acGr Ton 5 of the 
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General Cc Convention on the privileges and immunitigs 
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of thé-unitea NetTons approved by the General 
Assembly for accession by all members. /[@re~- 
premises-ef-the- United Nattone- ~eheit -be-inviolable 
eB Although Jerusalen is not in the territo y 
of a member of the United Nations, and the | 


authorities there are Conse quently under no 
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organisation, they, are nevertheless under a stro g 


moral ob ligation to ensure that the United Na tie 


ATWOIHdVYDOLOHd 039NGONdzY 
38 OL LON - HdvyDOLOHG LHD 1¥AdOD 


and/Tepresentatives are accorded those privileges 
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and immunities to which they would be entitled 
in the territories of Membere# states. The 
capture of the 5 men is therefore an act for 
which the authorities claiminz to administer. the 
area in which it occurred can make amends only 


hy Keaton: 
yee ering the men to the Truce Commission. 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO NEW YORK 
(To United Kingdom Delegation to United Nations) 


No. 5055 D. 1.17 poem. 16th July, 1948. 


16th July, 19468. 


Repeated to: Wasnington No. 7888 
Jerusalem No. 462 
B.M.E.O. (Cairo) No.808. 


MOST _ IMMEDIATE 
CONFIDENTIAL 


telegram No. ) repea 
Wastneton Jerusalem and ait. 0. Cairo). 

Despite the efforts of His ia jesty Consulate-General, 
Jerusalem, the five British subjects eneppee by the pal Sor 
are still detained by that organisation. he local Jewish 
authorities in Jerusalem claim that they are gary Pee a 


to have the men handed over to their custody, but this 
is true they have not yet succeeded. 


2. It seems pecheie that the best way of Perouse 
the Jewish authorities to take some effective action will 
be to use this affair as a means of embarrassing the Jewish 
representative on the ete Council. You should there~ 
fore take the earliest possible occasien to raise the 
subject, preferably to-day. 


5S. You might begin by drawing the attention of the 
Council to the repert which I understand the Truce 
Commission have submitted on Jewish uearene in Jerusalen. 
You should then say that the seizure of the 5 British 
subjects dees net inspire cenfidence in the pretensions of 
the Jewish leaders to exercise effective centrol ever their 
community in Palestine. It is true that Jerusalem is not 
within the area over which they claim gevernmental authority 
but the Jewish ferces in Jerusalem are presumably subjeot 
te their military cemmand. The impunity with which a 
terrerist erganisatien has been able te seize and detain 
five foreign natienals, and the pole Statements mde by 
that erganisatien te the effect that it will itself stage 
a trial ef these natienals, are obvieus symptems ef anarchy. 


4. The truce Cemmissien will have made the peint 
that the men were seized in a building flying the plage of 
the Truce Commissien and under their pretectien. On this 
aspect ef the adres yeu should refer te article 105 ef 
the Charter and article II, sectien 5 ef the General 
Cenventien on the privileges and imaunities ef the United 
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Confidential DIPLOATIC DISTRIBUTION 


FROM FCREIGN OFFICE TO “lw YORK 


(To United Kingdon Delegation to United Nations). 


No e5088 De 2el0- Dem. 18th July, 194. 
18th July, 1948 


kepeated to washington No.e7945; Jerusalem "o.480; 
Haifa No.100 saving. 


CONF IDEN TLAL 


Addressed to United Kingdom Delegstion New York 
tele gram No.5085 of 18th July, repeated for 
information to Washington, Jerusalem and Saving to 
Haifa. 


dy telegram Noe305* [of 16th July: British 
subjects kidnapped in Jerusalen]. 


The considerations you put to Beeley by telephone 
have been carefully examined here, put I still think it 
essential to raise this question in the Security Council, 
since pressure on the Jewish represeniative there seems 
likely to be our best means of influencing the Jewish 
authorities in Palestine to surrender the zen. The 
kidnapping hes aroused strong feeling here, in the 
House of Commons aS well as asong the public, and this 
should he reflected in the tone of your statement, which 
I hope you will be able to make on iionday. 


2e It now seeus reasonably certain thet tm men 
have been handed over to Haganah and taken to "Israeli" 
territory. You should still make the point, however, 
that the Jewish leaders do not appear to be in control 
of important elements in the coamunity. And you chould 
conclude as suggested in my telegram under reference, by 
Supporting the Truce Commaission’s demand for the surrender 


of the aen to theme 


Se You should kno that we are taxing the following 
action in case surrender to the Truce Commission is 
refused: 


(a) Informing the Jewish authorities that we 
cannot recognise the right of any court established by 
thea to try British subjects, and thet denortrtion would 
therefore be a more proper course, 


(b) Assisting the Jeruselea Electric Cornoretion 
tu obtein leg 1 advice ior the aei it the Jewish authorities 
nevertheless insist on a trial, 
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er be engaged to mercilessly expose 
baylabve: Enghiries are proceeding with Dr 


Received 
; . Jos h regarding the handing-over of the men to 
si ad Eacatah, Lat too much pressure is not. being exerted 


until the handing-over has been effected. 
| (Minutes.) 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and pot passed on]. 


Cypher /OTP DEPARTLGNTAL DISTRIBUTION 
FROM JERUSALII: TO FORRIGN OFFICE 


i oe Consul General 
No, 266. D: 4.20.p.m, July 13th, 1948, 


July 13th, 1948, R: 5,.44.p.m. July 13th, 1948, 


LiOST IMMEDIATE. 
TOP SECRET, 
Miy immediately preceding telegram, 


Five abducted men, hile I do not exclude the ssi- 
tah that men were et tbe in espionage for Arabs 
should not be surprised if one af the objects of I.%.L. in 
Mecice to eas hem to trial were to stage a "Moscow trial" 
nog this Consulate with a view to "unmasking British 
olicy" by showing that His iia jesty’s Government are actively 
elping Arabs wit intelligence and thus Opposing the United 
Nations Organisation's Palestine policy. 


2. <A "revelation" of this sort might be welcome to 
Jewish propaganda, such is their present suspicion of 
British motives that they may well be busily engaged in 
reading into insignificant coincidences some significant 
pattern, Given Slav background the Jews State, a trial may 
Well be based on pronunciamentos by the prosecution and even 
the judges su orted by “confessions” and circumstantial 
evidence eno to impress an undiscerning 
America, These factors will make it the m 
the defence to have a capabl 
mercilessly expose irrelevancies. 
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I am ete in very frequent touch with the Jewish 


pS989 / Tks 


5. 
Agency but have hitherto refrained fron using very strong 
language or subjecting them to great pressure les their 
willingness to obtain custody of the five men be thereb 
diminished and chances of their being handed over by I.%.L. 
prejudiced, Their transfer to Haganah is in view a 
vital preliminary step and when the men are in the hands of 
the agency we can then increase pressure on the latter, I 
trust that you agree to this tactic. 


4, At my instigation however the Truce Commission 
have addressed a sharply [? omission] note to Dr. Joseph 
stating that if the men are not released by I.Z.L. eae 

wy loth, they will report to retrie Popes the inability 
of the Jewish authorities to maintain law and order in 
Jerusalem, Dr, Joseph has informed me that he has sow 
.Teceived a "definite promise" from I,Z.L. that they will 
be handed over. 

5. Since gma: the above I have received your tele- 
gram No, 418 and hope the foregoing will give you some 
material for a reply. Should there be further developments 
before noon op Wednesday,I will inform you, For reasons at a 7 * 

liven in tig ial 5 above, I am not sure that it would not - Piet ts AS ye 
premature to approach Asher Levitsky. I believe he has | | ee Rice . 3 -— 
some connexion with I.Z.L. which may make it wadesirable in | 
any case but I will take advice and telegraph you further, 
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Your telegram No. 266 fof 13th July : 


Trial of 5 Britons]. 
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We have informed Jerusalem Hlectric 


Corporation of your doubts regarding Levitsky. 


THIS MARGIN. 


As alternative they propoSe Abraham Levin, 
partner of S. Horowitz and Company, Barristers 
(address : Tancred Lane, Jerusalem. P.0.B.393). 
Grateful for your considered views regarding 
both. 

2. Would either have physical means of reaching 


Tel Aviv Should a trial be held there? If not, 


TO BE WRITTEN IN 


Someone in Haifa or Tel Aviv may have to be 
Fare €har= 


Ceae briefed. 
Cypher. 


NOTHING 


3- We entirely agree it would be preferable to 


Distribution :— 
engage an able Jewish barrister from the U.K. 
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Mr. Richard Levy. a K.C. with a high reputation 


for ability and integrity. who has expressed 
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$ Hijet #) willingness to undertake the defence and could = 
; : : go out at snort notice. But we consider it . 
ee “ prudent to have a local man available also in case 
| an conn 4 of unforeseen obstacles. Serious possibility 
| 7” : 17 JUL 1948 of his intimidation by I.2.L. has not escaped us 
: and we realise he must be very carefully chosen. 
3 Have you any suggestions? 
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4. The/question was raised this morning by 


ESL MATYN cane 
3ddmann, with whom we have informal contacts as 


representative in London of the Jewish authorities. 
4.57 
(We had not taken the initiative in discussions 
with Goldmampn this subject, because we cannot 
® 


recognise that his writ. for what it is worth, 


€ 


extends to Jerusalen. ) Goldmann said he was 
Sure that Bryant was innocent, but that the other 


four men were ex~policemen recently recruited vy 
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the company. and he could not express the same 


confidence in relation to them. Moreover. he 
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was informed that a wireless transmitter had been 
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found in their building. (The source of this 
information may be the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, 
whose bulletin contains / similar statementé. ) 

In the course of jconversation Goldmann was told 
that we could not recognise the jurisdiction of 


any Jewish court over British subjects. He tren 
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volunteered the suggestion that the best conclusion 
to the affair might be the deportation of the 


five men from Palestine. We agreed that this woul 
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[This telegram is of particular seerecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on], 
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Your telegram No. 266 [of 13th July: Trial of 5 Britons]. 


Sy | We have informed Jerusalen ilectric Corporation of your 
| . Ae. doubts regarding Levitsky. As alternative they propose 
- a an Abraham Levin, partner of S, Horowitz and Company, Barristers 
3 a (address: Tancred Lane, Jerusalem, P.U. Bo395). Grateful 
Seek. Fe Mie for your considered views regarding both, 


fb | |, 
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2 Would either have physical means of reaghing 
tel Aviv should a trial be held there? If not, someone in 
Haifa or Tel aviv may have to be briefed, 


Se We entirely agree it would be preferable to engage 
an able Jewish barrister fron the United Kingdom Steps are 
| ee being taken here to brief Mr. Richard Levy, a K.C. with a 
ee ee high reputation for ability and integrity, who has expressed 
aCe eee eee Willingness to undertake the defence and could go out at 
eg ay VR short netice. But we consider it prudent to have a lecal 
a ee man available also in case of wnfereseen obstacles, Serious 

a eee pessibility ef his intimidatien by I.Z.Le has net egcaped 

CA eel hey, us and we realise he must be very carefully chesen, Have you 

ae any suggestiens? 
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ie 4. ‘the general question was raised this merning by 


cor LRT das Geldmann, with whem we have infermal contacts as 2 
ee ee representative in Lenden ef the Jewish autherities. (We had = 
ne re oe aeree net taken the initiative in diseussiens with Geldmam en 
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ES A Coos this subject, because we cannet recegnise that his writ, fer 
Ee Ta rel what it is werth, extends te Jerusalem). Geldmann said he 
DR OE ARE ES Was sure that Bryant was innecent, but that the ether feur 
RAE it men were ex-pelicemen recently recruited by the company , 
te Pe RE TE and he ceuld net express the same cenfidence in relatien 
yh) oS Wen te thea, ifereever, he was inferwed that a wireless 
ae aR ROA 3 transmitter had been feund in their building. (The seurce 
EEC Gd abe Mo ef this infermatien way be the Jewi s¢legraphic Agency, 
OO pr pig. rea y= whese bulletin centains a similar statement). In the 
ees Cone ce ceurse ef the cenversatien Geldmam was teld that we ceulé 
net recegnise the jurisdictien ef any Jewish ceurt ever 
British subjects. He then velunteered the Suggestien that 
the best cenclusien te the affair might be the depertatien 
ef the five men frem Palestine. “e apreed that this weuld be 
far better than staging a trial. 
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eye yen Zab Tp! CaP EIS, ae a 
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Beg gay RAT ag git d 


y .« neg J SCS asa Lee 
Te oe. WEA Us Para aay SOT 


rom 3 


Captured 3riten Admits Participatio: ry 23 


Tee ay Vv 2, 16 & . : 7 \ 
Ry forence td the five Brisisn gubjeets wno wore kidnapved 


y th? Ircun was mace for the first tine in an Irrun broadcast last 
night, 


Bon ¥shuta Strest Pombins. 


"They disclosed to tho Avabs Joris! Pelle art gon ape 

7 A. ay a: Ss 

positions and we nave eno ara avidence. ey ‘sine t ay Li, preter ie pane 

asserted, It added thint a const cole of "tie Beitish intolligence 
working fo? the Arabs" wis diecoverad, eisenel tae 
VY ohud, S trent 

" t it ig darticipated in the Ben ¥ 

broadcast Said, "admits tn: ne acer Obisb tie ante. 


explo3ion last. February and disclo:ed : “a to 
"Tne Britishers were not tertured anil notuyvea s es 
third—tngree methods, but evidence against tiem is such that toy 
to dwt ae guilt. a3 = 
"Some orficials of o:rtain er aa sabe aa, pater 
involved in this case wnich oust many Jewish Lives, ag the ec Aupon 
the Arads a& to where the J2wa were mestiags and the Araos 
Ssholled accurately, | : : 
"Only on. Britisher was aligutly wounded in tie 
no tried to escape," the broadcast concluded, 


"One of the arrested, a forrer Brifish pclice 3e 


leg orcause 
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tho decree fulfils one of tie chief derunds of Rumanian 
Jewry sinc? the Liberation, It is exoocted triat the measure will 
have its ereatest effect in Norweera Trascvivanta fron waich » 
practically the entire Jowrigsh popuLuation waa deported to Mazi 
death cama in 1944, 


ANTI-ZIONIST TRENDS APPTARING IN TWO RUMANIAN POLITICAL P. 
WITH JOWISH SOLLOWING. aad a 


~:aduasafay 


+ ey cE TERS | moni 


Bucuarest, July 16th, (Jowish Telogruohic Avency), 


anti-Zionist trends heave recontly come to the surface 
in two pooulsar Rumanian political partios with a large menbersni> 
among the Jowish population, 

At the latest mactins of the central committee of the 
Nationnl Ponular Party Dr. Constantin Ditdtriu, Scere tary—G 2neral 
of tie party, warned the Jewish members "not to fall for projaganda 
which is attempting to appeal to tuzir nationalist feelings for 
% nolsy recrudescence of Zionism," Dr, ,Dbinitriu added tat the 
only solution for the Jews of Nuaania lies in co-operating with 
the entire working class of tne country, ‘iis statement followod 
Qa resolution adopted by the Rumantar Werkers Party which ccnnitted 
party momberg to "fighting energetically the nitionalist-reactionsry 
t*ndeney amonz tac Jowieh population, !! 
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PALESTINE 


The briefi of ASHER LEVITSKY to handle the case o 
Woche | 89639/1260/31. the five arrested British subjects in Jerusale 

EGRAM FROM Refers to para. 5. of Jerusalem telegram Noe 266 of 
Acting Consul General)13th., July (E9498/1260/31). 
JERUSALEM. The Palestine Government suspected Levitsky of being 
Ne: 268 connected with the Irgun Zvai Leumi, and, according 
Secret. to a British journalist, he has come out as an avow- 
Dated 143.7648 ed supporter of 1.2L. Considered unwise to brief 

him to handie the case; it is urged that a British 


Recetved 
in Registry 160 7048 Jewish barrister be chosen 
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LThis telegras is ef particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the autherised recipient and net passed on]. 


Cypher/OTP 


_ 


oe 
ct Se 
bce 
Jes 


Acting British Censul General 

Ne. aoe D. 1.56 peu. 14th July, 1948 

15th July, 1948. Re 4.05 petle 14th July, 1948 
Paragraph 5 of my telegran lie. 266, 
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Sheringhaw tells me that Palestine Gevernnent 
Suspected Asher Levitsky ef being cennected with I.7.L., 
whese wen he frequently defended befere dilitary courts, 
A British journalist has teld Sheringham that since the 
end of the Jandate, Levitsky has come out as an avowed 
Supperter ef I.4.1. He is new in official unifora in 
Jewish Agency as a liaisen officer altheugh still 
practise |? gp, emitted] as a lawyer. I therefore 
think that it weuld be mest unwise to Drief hin te 
handle the case and still urge that the best ceurse 
would be to cheese analogeus eitinent British Jewish 
barrister whe would be unamenable te pressure which wight 
ceme frea any sectien in Palestine. He would need an 
assistant whe knew Hebrew and whe would prebably have to 
be a Palestinian lawyer. I am net in a pesitien to 
Suggest one at the :nement; the accused might be able 
to de Se. 
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L\Cepy sent te '..5. Secretariat]. 
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17 JUL 1948 


y ytd 


Nee |\89648/1260/31 |Report that five c wed British subjects have been 


Number 
handed over to an | 
TELEGRAM FROM Refers. to Jarcsalen “telegram 266 (E9498/1260/31). 


PJERUSALEM (Acting Condul|] pr Bernard Joseph has informed a member of staff. 

F = No. 280 General)|of Consulate-General, Jerusalem that the five men 

q were handed over on 16 Jul to the “armed Forces of 

Dated 16 Jul 48 the State of Israel" (i.e. Haganah) and that theg are 

Pn ae being conveyed to Tel Aviv. 

in Registry, <? JUL 48 Assurance has been given that they will receive all 
proper facilities as regards legal aid. 
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FROK JERUSALEM TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
EY EUG OFFICE 


Noe tag british Consul General 
No, 2680. D, 35.50.pm. July 16th, 1948, 
July 16th, 1948. | R. 5.12,.p.m. July 16th, 1948. 


Repeated to U.K.Del New York No. 58 Important 
Haifa No. 84 Important. 


LOST I:MEDIATE 


Addressed to Forei Office telegram No, 280 of July 16th, 


repeated for information papor eae to United Kingdon Delegation 
New York and Important to Haifa. 


Ly telegram No, 266, ~ th 95/12 bo 

Five abducted British subjects, 

Dr. Bernard itd has just informed member of my staff 
that men have this afternoon been handed over to "armed forces 
of State of Israel" (i.e, Hagawah) and that they are being 
conveyed to Tel iviy. 

2. I have asked him that we should be epabled to provide 
them with legal aid and he assured me that they should receive 
all proper facilities. 


Foreign Office prerse pass to United Kingdom Delegation 
as my telegram No, 58, 
[Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New York]. 


[Copy sent to liddle ast Secretariat]. 
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. 7 - PALESTINE 
(1945 


ae Legal aspects of the trial of the 5 capsured British 
es : subjects by the "State of Israel" when that State 
 wienbe. | B9686/1260/51| has not been accorded recognition by His Majesty's 

7 Government. 


FROM F.0. Minute 
_ (Mr Evans ) 


fe No. 
bien SONS 12 Jul 48 


 - Received 7 
in Registry | 19 Jul 48 
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